CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
NOVEMBER 12, 2017
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Wisdom is found by those who seek her“
Book of Wisdom 6:12

Pastor’s Corner
PRACTICE MAKES YOU READY
Today’s parable is about being prepared. Taking the story at face
value we can guess that the wise virgins were the ones who knew
and cared about what they were doing. They wanted to be a part of
the celebration and did everything necessary to be able to participate fully. It didn’t matter that they fell asleep, they were confident
that whenever it started they would be ready—they had no worries
to interfere with their siesta.
What about the others? What characterizes them as foolish? In
Matthew 7, foolish people are the ones who heard Jesus’ words and
didn’t bother to act on them. That sounds a lot like not bothering to
procure the oil you’ll need to relight your torch. The sleep of the
foolish just might have been a sign of their general apathy. Their
paltry preparation matched their lack of passion for the event itself.
They were along for the ride; if the trip got too costly, they could
find other diversions—that's how they had lived their lives.
That much may be clear; but parts of this story sound seriously
non-evangelical. Why wouldn’t the wise virgins share what the had
with the others? Why did the groom refuse to let the latecomers in?
Jesus had said that wisdom consists in putting his words into
practice. The wise young women’s oil symbolized their store of experience of living the Gospel. Their discipleship prepared them to
enjoy the party that was to come. Living the Gospel is not like hoarding oil or packing a backpack. It’s more like riding a bike, learning a
new language or being generous. You practice until it comes naturally. For the foolish to beg Lend us some of your oil of preparation.”
was as absurd as saying “Give me a bit of your balance so I can ride
this bike.” There are some things each person must do for her or
himself and no amount of example from others can make up for
their lack of action.
That brings us to the second questionable part of the parable.
Why wouldn’t the groom allow them in? For the simple fact that
they weren’t there for the party that was going on. Like the guy
who showed up at the wedding feast without a festive garment,
they didn’t belong. Using the analogy above, it would be like saying
“We’re having a party to celebrate with everyone who learned Spanish this year! There’s going to be great food, and all the conversation
and entertainment will be in Spanish!” When a group rings the bell
and asks to come in to give a lecture in Swahili or Latin they’ll be
turned away. They are simply not there for the celebration that is
going on.
Some people tend to interpret this parable to show how many
foolish people will be locked out of God’s reign. That contradicts the
way Jesus talked and acted. Jesus was all about opening the doors
and getting everyone to enjoy the party. The caveat is that it is God’s
party that we’re invited to enjoy—with absolutely everyone who
cares enough to participate. The only requirement for admission is
to hear the invitation and act like we want to be part of it.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Week of November 13th — November 19th
Monday, November 13th
7:45 am Rosemarie Magazino
9:00 am Jane Hofmann
Tuesday, November 14th
7:45 am Robert Mangone
9:00 am Peter Feuerbach
Wednesday, November 15th
7:45 am The Mackie & Bossidy Families
9:00 am Deceased Members of the Jamison Family
Thursday, November 16th
7:45 am
9:00 am Deceased Members of the Fitzsimons Family
Friday, November 17th
7:45 am Benedette Fiore
9:00 am Vincent Saputo
Saturday, November 18th
9:00 am Bridget Paolucci
5:00 pm Bridget Paolucci
Sunday, November 19th
9:00 am John & Mary McGoey
10:30 am Maurice & Anne Twomey
12:00 pm Jeanne D. Gordon
5:00 pm Mary Rizzo

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton,
Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine
Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy,
Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

COLLECTION OF BABY GIFTS

We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish
envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details or to register.
Total Collection this week—$7,895.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $12,395.00
All Saints Day—$1,084.00
Attendance Last weekend was 884
Thank you for your support and generosity.

November 5th through November. 12th, a collection
of baby gifts for the newborn infants at Rosalie Hall Home,
a shelter for unwed mothers in the Bronx, will take place.
Sister Diane Prusinski, SM, has been deeply appreciative
of the help our parish has given to the shelter over the
years. Our gifts enabled her to recognize the young women at Rosalie Hall at Christmas and on other special occasions throughout the year. Please bring your unwrapped
layette-size gift to the church Nov. 5th through Nov 12th.

SECOND COLLECTION
NOVEMBER 19, 2017
CATHOLIC CHARITIES CAMPAIGN
FOR CHARITY AND JUSTICE
NOVEMBER
A MONTH TO REMEMBER
During the month of November we are called in a
special way “to remember our brothers and sisters who
have gone to their rest.” A book of the names of our
dead will be kept in our church near the pulpit from All
Saints until Thanksgiving. Our parishioners are invited
to write the names of their deceased in this book.

GETTING THROUGH THE
HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU HAVE
LOST A LOVED ONE
A special session will be held Saturday, November
18th at 10:00 am in the rectory. The discussion will include prayer and a few ideas that may help you find new
meaning in the holidays. You will receive materials for
your personnel reflection and to share with family members. All are invited. Please contact Sr. Muriel at 914-834
-1220 or srmuriel@staugustineny.org if you would like
to attend or have any questions.

THANK YOU HABITAT WALKERS
Thank you to all who participated in and supported
the St. Augustine 16th Annual Habitat Walk November
6th. It was a wonderful day and as Jim Killoran would
say—a great day to help seniors, veterans and others to
get good, affordable housing.
A special thank you to all who have supported our
Habitat Walk over the years, who walk with us, who
support us even if they cannot walk but cheer us on.
Over 200 people walked and raised over $2,600 to help
build homes! What a great day! For more information
or to help in a local Habitat for Humanity project visit habitatwc.org

SUMMER CLOTHING COLLECTION
A parishioner who will be visiting the Philippines at the
end of November is planning to take three large boxes of
summer clothing to Tacloban in the Philippines.
Please leave any gently used Summer Clothes (esp.
children’s), that you would like to donate in the porch in
front of the rectory by Nov 19th.

ADVENT CHRISTMAS WREATHS
Buy your Advent/Christmas Wreaths and Support the
Hurricane Victims in Puerto Rico and the Local Food Pantry

Our Confirmation candidates and their parents will be
selling wreaths on Sunday, December 3rd after all the
Masses in front of the church. Candles and wreath rings
will also be available for purchase. The wreaths are coming from Sisters Gail, Bernadette, Amie, Elizabeth and Kristian at the Green Mountain Monastery in Greensboro,
Vermont. The Sisters hand harvest the balsam from their
trees in the forest on their property for you. They trim the
balsam branches to encourage heartier trees and receive
the incredibly fragrant gift of these noble friends of the
forest in return. In a world where we are presented with
the devastation of Earth and its life systems, this wreath
offers a different way of being human within the sacred
community of life. Each wreath is 20 inches with a bow
and pine cones.
The cost is $25 with $5 going to help two charities. We
are hoping to sell 125 wreaths and give $400 to the victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico through the Catholic
Extension Society and $225 to the local Hope Food Pantry.
Please reserve a wreath by signing the poster in the
back of the church or emailing Sister Suzanne at
staugred@staugustineny.org (new email). You may pay in
advance and send a check (St. Augustine’s Rel.
Ed.) or pay in cash or check when you pick up the
wreath. Please support this venture of mercy.
The items requested for November
CRANBERRY SAUCE, STUFFING , MASHED POTATOES,
AND VEGETABLES
Donations of food can be left in the baskets
at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

ST. AUGUSTINE LADIES AUXILIARY
Please start organizing your tables and send in your
reservation (s) at $10.00 per person for the St. Augustine
HOLLY PARTY 2017, Friday December 1st to Annalea
Ricci, 8 Iden Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538-2712, Tel:
914-834-7443.
Please donate any baskets you may have for the
wrapping of the gifts and contact us if you have some to
donate. We also kindly ask you for donations of new gifts
or re-gifted new gifts (maybe you have some in your
closet from other fund raisers, or gifts from birthdays,
etc.) to donate. Please bring them to the rectory with
your name, address and telephone number attached, or
contact Anne-Mieke Smeets at 834-0194 to arrange a
pick up. We also need some more volunteers to wrap
the gifts as well as to make the wreaths.
It is a tradition to bring an unwrapped gifts (wrapping
paper separately) to the Holly Party to put under the
Christmas tree in Kenny Hall’s entrance for the children
of the incarcerated mothers at Bedford Hills Correctional
Facility for Women (Hour Children). The gifts are for the
children ages infant to 16 years old! Gift ideas are : dolls
of color, games, sports balls, puzzles, paint sets, toys,
clothing, etc. (no toy guns or anything with
batteries, except when extra ones are supplied!)
If you would like any information, please contact Anne-Mieke Smeets at 834-0194 or Ann Meehan at
914-834-1230. We are looking forward to a great start to
the Christmas season and we hope you will give us some
of your time to help organize this wonderful event.

THANKSGIVING
INTERFAITH SERVICE
The Larchmont/Mamaroneck Interfaith Council will
have a special Thanksgiving Service at St. Thomas
Church, 168 West Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, on
Sunday, November 19th at 7:00 pm. Members of several houses of worship will be participating. All are welcome and encouraged to come to this yearly community
event.
Refreshments will be served following the service.
Please bring donations of non-perishable food items for
collection for the local Food Pantry.

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS
ReDirect Christmas is an over forty year tradition at St Augustine where charitable projects,
nominated by parishioners, are chosen each year. During
the holiday season, people can donate to these organizations in a person’s name to give as a Christmas gift instead of a traditional store bought gift.
Nomination Forms are available in the entrance to
the church and in the porch in front of the rectory and
are due Sun., Nov. 12th.

PARENTING WITH FAITH
On Tuesday evening, December 5th and
Wednesday mornig, December 6th, we will have a panel
discussion, Teaching Children Gratitude. Plan to join us at
7:30 pm on Tuesday or 10:15 am on Wednesday in Kenny
Hall. Parents, grandparents and caregivers are invited!

THANKSGIVING DINNER DRIVE
The Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Drive preparations have begun. Posters are in the church
to sign up and provide a dinner for individuals
and families in need in our community Thanksgiving Day.
The meals should be complete, fully cooked and in a
sturdy box stating how many the meal will feed. We ask
that you do not get pre-cooked meals as they are cooked
and then frozen. Side dishes and desserts are also gratefully accepted if you cannot do a whole meal. If you will be
away the holiday, grocery gift cards are much appreciated as well. The meals should be delivered to the church
between 8:00—9:00 am Thanksgiving morning. Volunteers are needed to deliver the meals after the 9:30 am
Mass. For more information, call Anne Avenius at 914-5276762 or aavenius@staugustineny.org or Margaret Paganini
at 914-806-1213, margaretberetta@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Hudson Pet Food Pantry—urgently needs volunteers
to assist at pet food drives at local food stores and supermarkets as well as other volunteer opportunities. The pantry provides food for more than 700 pets a month to families that otherwise would not be able to feed and keep
their pets. Many are elderly, disabled or veterans. Please
go to www.hvpetfoodpantry.org or email hvpetfoodpantry@aol.com for more information.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church Thrift Shop—is in need of
volunteers to receive and sort donations, price and display
them, etc. and pass on excess donations to other organizations in need including Midnight Run, Sharing Shelf etc.
Volunteers are needed Wednesdays and Saturdays between 10 am and 1 pm when the thrift shop is open and
Mondays between 10 am and 2 pm to sort and prepare
the items donated. Even one hour can be a
big help. Please call Mary Ford at cureton14@aim.com or 914-671-0525.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update our
records, please call the rectory—914-834-1220 or register
by visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register ,email abetkowski@staugustineny.org Welcome!

