CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
OCTOBER 22, 2017
TWENTY - NINETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“ Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God“
Matthew 22:21

Pastor’s Corner
EVERYTHING BELONGS TO GOD
Beginning with Matthew’s delightful account, we ask, “Who in their right
mind starts a debate with Jesus and expects to win?” In today’s Gospel, the
Pharisees’ henchmen try to trap Jesus by posing an either-or quandary. The
tax in question was imposed on every adult man, woman and slave in Judea,
and was to be paid in Roman coin. Israelite nationalists resisted the tax to the
point of armed rebellions, the last of which brought on the destruction of the
Temple. Additionally, the denarius used for payment was stamped with an
image of the emperor and called him the son of God—not at all in keeping
with Jewish sensibilities. To say the least, this was an emotionally charged
question designed to get Jesus in trouble with one camp or the other: Perhaps Jesus had meditated on today’s reading from Isaiah and took his approach from the prophet’s explanation of God dealing with the world.
In Isaiah 45, we hear about God’s plan to save Israel through the military
leadership of a pagan king working for his own advancement. While in the
long run, that was very good news, it was also a slap in the face of Jewish
national pride. God spoke in glowing terms about Cyrus the pagan, repeating
about him things that had been said of Israel as God’s preferred people.
Worse yet, when God referred to Cyrus as “anointed,” the implication was
that the Davidic royal line had come to an end. That was a bitter pill. This
pagan who didn’t even know who God was had been picked as the one to
save the chosen people!
Not far below the surface of the conflictual feelings about Cyrus lay questions of identity. Who were they as a chosen people if God was willing to
work through others? Who, really, was God? The second question is the key.
God, through Isaiah, was calling the people to go beyond their tribalism, to
accept the implications of their own profession of faith. They should have
noticed that twice in this short reading God said, “I am the Lord, there is no
other.” They were facing a question that eventually plagues most monotheists. Was God exclusively their god or was God bigger than their orthodoxy?
Theoretically, the answer is a no-brainer: In practice, affirming faith in God as
Creator and Lord of history humbles believers of every stripe; it recognizes
God’s freedom to act with us, for us and even in spite of us, through any
means God chooses to use, without seeking approval or conforming to our
doctrine.
Now, back to Jesus and the poor guys sent to trip him up. Their first setback came when they inadvertently proved that they carried the sacrilegious
coin with them. That in itself was a capitulation to Rome. Then, given the fact
that they were in possession of a “graven image,” Jesus got them to admit
whose image it was. With that, Jesus pointed out that the coin obviously
must belong to the one whose face it portrayed. (It surely couldn’t belong to
faithful Israelites!)
Jesus had successfully confounded those sent to investigate his orthodoxy.
But his goal went beyond winning the debate. This was a teaching moment.
Thus his question about whose image and inscription pointed beyond coin
and toward God. The unarticulated question hanging over the whole conversation asks where one encounters the image, works and words of God.
Now it all comes full circle. The final answer is that everything—even Caesar and Cyrus—belongs to God. God’s word is intended to lead us beyond our
limited, self-aggrandizing dogmatism to recognize the image of God in human persons, including those who do not share theology. Paul reminded us
that our faith is a result of God’s graced calling. Isaiah reminds us that only
God is God, and that God can work through anyone. Jesus, with some humor;
calls us to remember what it means that we ourselves belong to God and only
to God. Mary M. McGlone, Preaching Resources, October 19, 2014.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of October 23rd — October 30th
Monday, October 23rd
7:45 am Geraldine Gilmore & Gene Rella
9:00 am Jessie Ciminesi
Tuesday, October 24th
7:45 am John P. Dillon
9:00 am Edward F. Dillon, Jr.
Wednesday, October 25th
7:45 am William P. Dillon
9:00 am Anne M. Dillon
Thursday, October 26th
7:45 am Russell Schuck
9:00 am Vincent McGee
Friday, October 27th
7:45 am John Robben
9:00 am Otmar Boser
Saturday, October 28th
9:00 am Anthony Crivelli
5:00 pm Frances Doherty
Sunday, October 30th
9:00 am Henri Philippe
10:30 am William Spiezio
12:00 pm Shirley Stevens
5:00 pm Anne Pirone

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Robert Mangone, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira,
Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, Shawna Radogna, David Reilly, Katherine Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary
Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register.
Total Collection this week—$5,614.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $10,114.00
Attendance Last weekend was 834
Thank you for your support and generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2017
MISSION SUNDAY
Today is World Mission Sunday—a day that leads us
to the heart of our Christian faith—leads us to mission!
Your generosity on World Mission Sunday supports the
work of priests, religious and lay leaders in the Missions
who share our faith with those most in need. This year
we can even “chat” with our chief missionary, Pope
Francis, and learn more about his missions and missionaries. Learn more at ChatWithThePope.org. Chat—
Pray—Give this World Mission Sunday.

15TH ANNUAL
WALK FOR HABITAT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
Your walk can build a world of hope. Get a sponsor.
Get lots of sponsors and Join Us on Sunday, November
5th, for a fun filled walk while helping to raise money
for Habitat for Humanity Westchester. Habitat is a nonprofit organization that builds affordable housing for low
-income working families and veterans with special
needs. The walk is less than two miles so everyone can
participate. Start raising pledges today! The walk begins
at 1:00 pm at Constitution Park, (across from St. Augustine Church) and continues to Manor Park and back. Refreshments will be served in the cafeteria following the
walk. Pledge forms are available in the church vestibule
and on the porch in front of the rectory.
For more information abetkowski@staugustineny.org
or call Anne Avenius 914-527-6762.
Together we CAN make a difference

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS
All couples who are celebrating their 50th, 40th or
25th wedding anniversary—your priests and parish
would like to honor and congratulate you at our Annual
Anniversary Mass, followed by dinner in the rectory
dining room, Saturday, November 4th. Please call the
rectory at 914-834-1220 to RSVP by Tuesday, October 24th if you would like to attend.

CLOTHING AND KITCHEN
ITEM DRIVE
Today, Sunday is the St. Augustine Clothing
Drive for the Little Sisters of the Assumption in Harlem,
NY from 9:00 am—1:00 pm in the cafeteria. Most needed
items include: Men’s, Women’s and Children’s clothing as
well as bedding, linens, towels, accessories, shoes and
kitchen items and Halloween items. (Please no VCR tapes
or books, computers, printers or ripped or stained cloth-

MASS FOR DECEASED
PARISHIONERS
On Thursday, November 2nd, at 7:30 pm Mass, our parish will gather to remember all deceased parishioners of
our parish. All who were buried from our church since the
last All Souls Day will be named and a candle will be lit for
each of them in their memory. If you would like to participate in this Mass, please contact Sr. Muriel at 914-8341220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org by Tuesday,
October 24th.

GETTING THROUGH THE
HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU HAVE
LOST A LOVED ONE
A special session will be held Saturday, November
18th at 10:00 am in the rectory. The discussion will include prayer and a few ideas that may help you find new
meaning in the holidays. You will receive materials for
your personnel reflection and to share with family members. All are invited. Please contact Sr. Muriel at 914-8341220 or srmuriel@staugustineny.org if you would like to
attend or have any questions.

VETERANS DAY MASS
St. Augustine Church will be dedicating the
5:00 pm Saturday evening Mass on November 11th to
Veterans as well as those currently serving in the military. If you have a loved one, friend, and or family member who you would like included and mentioned in this
Mass, please call, 834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org.
We are thankful for their service. and sacrifice.

WELCOME NEW ALTAR SERVERS
We are happy to announce that we have 6 new Altar
Servers at St. Augustine.
Kailey Ayala
Sean Lynch

Athime Lemoine Finn Lynch
Julie Pujadas
Annissa Tan

New servers are always most welcome to join
this Ministry at the Altar. Please contact Deacon
Bob at Deaconbob@staugustineny.org or call the
rectory.

COLLECTION OF BABY GIFTS
November 5th through November. 12th, a collection of baby gifts for the newborn infants at Rosalie
Hall Home, a shelter for unwed mothers in the Bronx,
will take place. Sister Diane Prusinski, SM, former Director of Rosalie Hall, has been deeply appreciative of the
help our parish has given to the shelter over the years.
Our gifts enabled her to recognize the young women
residing at Rosalie Hall at Christmas and on other special
occasions throughout the year. If you wish to support
this project, please bring your unwrapped layette-size
gift to the Rectory Nov. 5th through Nov 12th.

ST. AUGUSTINE LADIES AUXILIARY
The preparations for the St. Augustine Holly Party are
in full swing. Some volunteers have started to solicit gifts
for the “Gifts/Prizes” for the Grand Prizes and Chinese
Auction. If you are interested in helping to solicit items,
please contact us. Also kindly bring your donations of
new or re-gifted new gifts to the rectory and include
your name and telephone number attached to the donation or contact Anne Mieke Smeets at 914-834-0194 to
arrange a pick up. For more information, please contact
Ann Meehan at 914-834-1230 or Ann-Mieke Smeets.
We are looking forward to a great start to the Christmas season and we are hopeful that you will volunteer
some of your time to help make this event even
more joyful and successful. Thank you.

SACRED HEART OPEN HOUSE
Sacred Heart Greenwich Open House for students
interested in Kindergarten —Grade 12 on Saturday,
November 4th starting promptly at 9:00 am. Please visit www.cshgreenwich.org/stuartscholarship or call the
Admission Office at 203-532-3534 for more information or to preregister.

THE URSULINE SCHOOL
The Ursuline School, school for girls in grades 6-12
located in New Rochelle, NY Open House on Saturday,
October 28th from 12:30—3:30 pm. Please visit our
website
for
information
and
to
RSVP
www.Ursulinenewrochelle.org or call the Admissions
office at 914-500-6227 for further information.

ST. JOSEPH’S SEMINARY & COLLEGE
MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM
Programs open to qualified lay men and women, consecrated religious, and priests: Master of Arts in Theology, Master of Arts in Catholic Philosophical Studies,
Graduate & Post-master’s Certificate in Sacred Scripture,
Graduate & Post-master’s Certificate in Dogmatic Theology. Visit www.dunwoodie.edu or call 914-367-8280 for
details.

WHAT IS A DEACON?
Deacon Robert Gontcharuk was assigned to St. Augustine Parish on June 15, 2017. We welcome Deacon Bob
and his wife, Louise, with great joy. Deacon bob was ordained to serve the Church as a Deacon in 1993.
What is a Deacon?
The diaconate, as a permanent state in life, had its
origin in the early church. From the Acts of the Apostles
and St. Paul’s letters we learn that the first Christian Communities had tow orders: the episcopate (bishops) and the
diaconate (deacons). Later, as the Church grew too large
for a bishop to be personally present to the members of
the local communities (parishes), the order of presbyterate (priests) developed.
St. Stephen was one of the first seven deacons of the
Church and was the first martyr who was stoned to death
while preaching in the city square. Perhaps the best known
permanent deacon in history is St. Francis of Assisi. TBC

ALL SAINTS DAY
Holy Day of Obligation
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 1ST
MASS SCHEDULE
7:45 & 9:00 am, 12:00 Noon & 7:30 pm
BANNS OF MARRIAGE
3rd Time—Marija Pajovic & Daniel Giorgi
3rd Time—Kathleen Nagle & Michael Gibson
The items requested for October
CRANBERRY SAUCE, STUFFING , MASHED POTATOES,
AND VEGETABLES
Donations of food can be left in the baskets
at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________

EMAIL _______________________________________

