CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
OCTOBER 28, 2017
THIRTITH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“You can never love your neighbor without loving God.“
Jacques Binigne Bossuet

Pastor’s Corner
OH, THE POSSIBILITIES!
A glance at today’s first reading reminds the praying assembly
that our ancient Jewish brothers and sisters were similarly challenged to care for the needy in their midst. Aliens were to be
respected, not molested or oppressed; Israel’s motivation was to
be prompted by the fact that historically, they too had once been
aliens in foreign and hostile surroundings. God had provided for
them under such circumstances, and so they were to care for the
strangers who lived and traveled among them. Widows and orphans also were to be defended, as were neighbors whose poverty forced them to beg or borrow. Again, as motivation for their
behavior; the Israelites were reminded that their compassionate
God hears the cries of the poor. According to the law and the
prophets, these special needy ones of society (though not accorded equal status to the Israelites) were to receive fair-handed
treatment and the protection of their rights as human beings.
When Jesus (Gospel) speaks out on the care that is due to others, his challenge is as all embracing as it is frightening. “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” charges Jesus. He doesn't mean to
love the neighbor as a second-class non-citizen or as a person
with no rights of his own. Rather, Jesus called for a love of neighbor that cherishes the other as a gift instead of seeing her as a
burden, and that sees the love of neighbor as a necessary function and as an eloquent expression of one’s professed love for
God. To put it another way, and to paraphrase Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, Jesus did not advocate welfare; Jesus challenged his
disciples to love. Love God wholeheartedly with full soul and
mind and love the neighbor as your very self. Elsewhere in the
Gospels, Jesus would go on to define neighbor as anyone in need
without distinction as to race, gender; worthiness, circumstances, etc.
It was clear even to contemporary non-Christians that the first
generations of believers in Jesus accepted his challenge seriously
and lived accordingly. In a letter to Emperor Hadrian in the second Christian century, Aristides, a non-Christian, marveled at
what he saw: “Christians love one another: They never fail to
help widows; they save orphans from harm. If one of them has
something, they give freely to those who have nothing. If they
see a stranger; they take him home and are happy, as though he
were a real brother: They don’t consider themselves brothers in
the usual sense, but brothers instead through the Spirit, in God.
And if they hear that one of them is in jail or persecuted for professing the name of their redeemer; they all give him what he
needs...This is really a new kind of person. There is something
divine in them.”
Patricia Datchuck Sanchez, Preaching Resources, Oct. 23, 2005

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of October 30th — November 5th
Monday, October 30th
7:45 am Matthew Keane
9:00 am Robert Trauger (Healing)
Tuesday, October 31st
7:45 am Diana Luckett
9:00 am Mario Belardino
Wednesday, November 1st
7:45 am Robert Mangone
9:00 am Trudy Saputo
12:00 pm Nadide Durmus
7:30 pm Kevin Fitzgerald
Thursday, November 2nd
7:45 am Barbara & Joseph Policastro
9:00 am Stanford Mebus
7:30 pm All Those Buried From St. Augustine
Friday, November 3rd
7:45 am Bernard Fitzsimons
9:00 am Jean Paonessa
Saturday, November 4th
9:00 am People Suffering From Natural Disasters
5:00 pm James McFadden
Sunday, November 5th
9:00 am Deceased Members of Toscano Family
10:30 am Bridget Paolucci
12:00 pm William Battalia
5:00 pm Nellie & Paul Benjamin & Jeremy Leaf

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton,
Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine
Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy,
Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register. Total Collection this week—$7,792.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $12,292.00
Total Collection Mission Sunday—$2,237.00
Attendance Last weekend was 973
Thank you for your support and generosity.

MISSION SUNDAY
THANK YOU for your generous support on
World Mission Sunday. While only some are
called to go to the Missions to serve, all of us are called,
by our Baptism, to support the Church’s missionary work
by our prayers and financial help. To continue answering
this call, visit MISSIO.org.

ALL SAINTS DAY
Holy Day of Obligation
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 1ST
MASS SCHEDULE
7:45 & 9:00 am, 12:00 Noon & 7:30 pm
MASS FOR DECEASED
PARISHIONERS
On Thursday, November 2nd, at 7:30 pm Mass, our
parish will gather to remember all deceased parishioners
of our parish. All who were buried from our church since
the last All Souls Day will be named and a candle will be
lit for each of them in their memory. If you would like to
participate in this Mass, please contact Sr. Muriel at 914834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org by Tuesday, October 24th.

VETERANS DAY MASS
St. Augustine Church will be dedicating the
5:00 pm Saturday evening Mass on November 11th to
Veterans as well as those currently serving in the military. If you have a loved one, friend, and or family
member who you would like included and mentioned in
this Mass, please call, 834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org.

NOVEMBER
A MONTH TO REMEMBER
During the month of November we are called in a
special way “to remember our brothers and sisters who
have gone to their rest.” A book of the names of our
dead will be kept in our church near the pulpit from All
Saints until Thanksgiving. Our parishioners are invited
to write the names of their deceased in this book.

WHAT IS A DEACON?
(continued from last week)
Welcome Deacon Robert Gontcharuk
There are two pathways in which this vocation to holy
orders unfolds. Seminarians in formation for the priesthood are first ordained as transitional deacons for several
months to a year before ordination to priesthood. The call
to service and living that call in deeds of service is part of
their formation to priesthood.
Permanent Deacons come from all walks of life. Some
are married when ordained, but if his wife should predecease him he is not permitted to remarry. If single at ordination, he must remain single.
Through the sacrament of holy orders, permanent deacons are ordained as clergy within the Church for a threefold ministry of the word, the altar and charity.
Deacons strive to live the Gospel in all circles of life in
which he is present: with his family, his friends and coworkers; in his parish; at his workplace; and in the world.
(to be continued)

GETTING THROUGH THE
HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU HAVE
LOST A LOVED ONE
A special session will be held Saturday, November
18th at 10:00 am in the rectory. The discussion will include prayer and a few ideas that may help you find new
meaning in the holidays. You will receive materials for
your personnel reflection and to share with family members. All are invited. Please contact Sr. Muriel at 914-8341220 or srmuriel@staugustineny.org if you would like to
attend or have any questions.

15TH ANNUAL
WALK FOR HABITAT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
Your walk can build a world of hope. Get a sponsor. Get
lots of sponsors and Join Us on Sunday, November 5th, for
a fun filled walk while helping to raise money for Habitat
for Humanity Westchester. Habitat is a non-profit organization that builds affordable housing for low-income working families and veterans with special needs. The walk is
less than two miles so everyone can participate. Start raising pledges today! The walk begins at 1:00 pm at Constitution Park, (across from St. Augustine Church) and continues to Manor Park and back. Refreshments will be served
in the cafeteria following the walk. Pledge forms are available in the church vestibule and on the porch in front of
the rectory.
For more information abetkowski@staugustineny.org
or call Anne Avenius 914-527-6762.
Together we CAN make a difference

COLLECTION OF BABY GIFTS
November 5th through November. 12th, a collection
of baby gifts for the newborn infants at Rosalie Hall
Home, a shelter for unwed mothers in the Bronx, will
take place. Sister Diane Prusinski, SM, has been deeply
appreciative of the help our parish has given to the shelter over the years. Our gifts enabled her to recognize the
young women at Rosalie Hall at Christmas and on other
special occasions throughout the year. If you wish to
support this project, please bring your unwrapped layette-size gift to the church Nov. 5th through Nov 12th.

ST. JOSEPH’S SEMINARY & COLLEGE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM
Programs open to qualified lay men and women, consecrated religious, and priests: Master of Arts in Theology, Master of Arts in Catholic Philosophical Studies,
Graduate & Post-master’s Certificate in Sacred Scripture,
Graduate & Post-master’s Certificate in Dogmatic Theology.
Visit www.dunwoodie.edu or call 914-367-8280 for
details.

ST. AUGUSTINE LADIES AUXILIARY
The invitations for St. Augustine’s Holly Party 2017
have been sent. Please start organizing your tables and
send in your reservations. Some volunteers have started soliciting to receive “Gifts/Prizes” for the grand Prizes
and Chinese Auctions. If you are interested in helping
with this, please contact us. We also kindly ask you for
donations of new gifts or re-gifted new gifts (maybe you
have some in your closet from other fund raisers, or gifts
from birthdays, etc.) to donate. Please bring them to the
rectory including your name and telephone number, or
contact Anne-Mieke Smeets to arrange a pick up. For
more information please contact Ann Meehan, 834-1230
or Anne-Mieke Smeets—834-0194. We are looking forward to a great start to the Christmas season and
we hope you will give us some of your time to
help organize this wonderful event. Thank you.

CLOTHING DRIVE
MANY THANKS
Thank you to all the parishioners who
helped make the clothing drive for the Little Sisters of
the Assumption on October 22nd a huge success. From
the high quality and generous quantity of the donations
to the enthusiasm and efficiency of the clothing drive
sorting team, St Augustine was rated A+! We again filled
the van twice with clothing and household items which
were taken to the Little Sisters Thrift Shop in East Harlem
and collected items for Midnight Run. Watch for additional clothing and household drives in the spring. Many
Thanks.

IONA PREP OPEN HOUSE
Iona Prep Lower School, the only all-boys PK4
to Grade 8 Catholic school in Westchester, will
host an Open House on Thursday, Nov. 3rd from 6—8 pm.
Families are invited to come and tour the school, meet the
teachers, and ask questions. You can register by going to
IonaPrpe.org/visit or email dmone@ionaprep.org or call
914-633-7744 ext. 418.

SACRED HEART OPEN HOUSE
Sacred Heart Greenwich Open House for students interested in Kindergarten —Grade 12 on Saturday, November
4th starting promptly at 9:00 am. Please visit
www.cshgreenwich.org/stuartscholarship or call the Admission Office at 203-532-3534 for more information or
to preregister.

FREE LECTURE
You are invited to a FREE lecture, “Building Resilience
in Children, Tweens and Teens: Developing Confidence,
Character and Courage.” Presenter, Orla Cashman, Ph.D.,
LSCW. This Lecture will be held on Thursday, Nov. 9th from
8:30—10:00 am at The RDC Center, 52 N. Broadway,
White Plains, RSVP to Pat Sheridan,
psheridan@divinecompassion.org by Nov. 7th.

PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
One century ago, Christians composed 20% of the Middle Eastern population. Today, discrimination, genocide,
and terrorism have lowered that number to 3—4% of the
region’s inhabitants. Still, many Christians families remain,
and seek to protect their communities, churches and history.
Please join Cardinal Dolan in praying for the people of
this region as he participates in the Summit in Washington
DC.
The items requested for October
CRANBERRY SAUCE, STUFFING , MASHED POTATOES,
AND VEGETABLES
Donations of food can be left in the baskets
at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update our
records, please call the rectory—914-834-1220 or register
by visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org.
Welcome!

