CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
SEPTEMBER 24, 2017
TWENTY - FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“My thoughts are not your thoughts“

Pastor’s Corner
MERCY WITHOUT MEASURE
A boy was sent by his teacher to the principal’s office for
misbehaving in class. After hearing the facts, the principal took
out a ledger and wrote the boy’s name in it. As she did so, she
said, “You have not been sent to me before and I don’t know
you very well. You may be a good student for all I know. At
times even good students make mistakes. Therefore, I’ll make a
note in pencil that you were sent here today and I’ll also make
a note of the reason you were sent. But as you can see, I’m entering this note in pencil, and I’m not bearing down very hard.
If you behave and are not sent to see me for the rest of the
year; I will erase this from the ledger and no one will ever know
anything about it.” This was a lesson in mercy that the boy never forgot.
This anonymous anecdote may prepare the praying assembly to consider another lesson in mercy. Today’s Gospel and
first reading from Deutero-Isaiah offer believers a glimpse of
the mercy of God, which is a mercy without measure and without memory. Unlike the kind principal who lightly penciled in
the name of the young boy, God does not even keep track at
all. God deals with sinners with a mercy we could never hope
to merit.
Mercy is also the unnamed virtue that inspired the Matthean Jesus’ parable of the vineyard. Most of us would bristle at
what appears to be an injustice perpetrated on hard-working
people. But the key to understanding the parable is in the first
sentence. It is more than a story about a vineyard. The parable
teaches a lesson about the kingdom of heaven. Entrance to the
kingdom cannot be earned, no matter how early one rises or
how long one works. Entrance is God’s gift, given freely and
mercifully to those who seem by human standards to deserve
it, as well as to those who do not. Generous mercy is that quality of God without which we would have no hope of survival.
In the Christian scriptures, mercy is presented as lying at the
heart of God’s saving activity. The Lucan canticles proclaim:
“God’s mercy is from age to age” (Luke 1:50); “God has helped
Israel, remembering mercy always” (1:54); “God showed mercy
to our ancestors, always mindful of the holy covenant” (1:72);
“because of the tender mercy of our God by which the daybreak from on high will visit us” (1:78). Similarly, in the first
Gospel, Jesus healed the man possessed by demons and told
him to “Go home to your family and announce to them all that
the Lord in his mercy has done for you” (Mark 5:19). All these,
and several other lessons in mercy (Luke 15:11-32; Matt 18:2335), prepared the way for Jesus’ challenge to his own to “be
merciful even as God is merciful” (Luke 6:36).
Patricia Sanchez, Preaching Resources, September 21, 2008.

Isiah 55:8

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of September 25th — October 1st
Monday, September 25th
7:45 am
9:00 am Jean Paonessa
Tuesday, September 26th
7:45 am Julie Schroder (Healing)
9:00 am Bridget Devine Carter
Wednesday, September 27th
7:45 am
9:00 am Kevin Fitzgerald
Thursday, September 28th
7:45 am Richard Herlihy
9:00 am Past & Present Members of Ladies Auxiliary
Friday, September 29th
7:45 am Angela Signorelli
9:00 am Maurice Vincent Costello
Saturday, September 30th
9:00 am Nicole Donohue Sanchez
5:00 pm Jean Paonessa
Sunday, October 1st
9:00 am Reverend Joseph DeSanto
10:30 am John Jeanson
12:00 pm Elizabeth Dillon
5:00 pm Nora Collins Sexton Winkel

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Robert Mangone, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira,
Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, Shawna Radogna, David Reilly, Katherine Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary
Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register.
Total Collection this week—$6,758.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $11,258.50
Attendance Last weekend was 818
Thank you for your support and generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 01
ST. JOSEPH SEMINARY
RECOVERY SUNDAY
Today our parish is celebrating RECOVERY
SUNDAY. We wish to affirm and pray for all
those individuals and their families who are struggling
with and are in recovery from addictive illnesses. There
are many addictive illnesses, including addictions to alcohol, drugs, gambling, and pornography. Please join us
today as we pray for healing, health, and freedom for all
those affected by addictions.
Information regarding support groups in our area is
available in the vestibule.
Alcoholics Anonymous hosts open meetings every
Sunday in Kenny Hall at 7:00 pm. Anyone who is struggling with any type of addiction or knows someone who
is, is encouraged to come. Information to find support
groups for other types of addiction is also available at
the meetings. All are welcome.

ALTAR SERVER EVENT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH
All current Altar Servers and those who
would like to learn about Serving at the Altar are invited to Kenny Hall September 29th at 4:00 pm. Current
Altar Servers will be recognized and all will have an opportunity to learn more about this important ministry.
Refreshments will be served. For more information and
or to RSVP please call the rectory 914-834-1220 or email
abetkowski@staugusitneny.org.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On October 1st, the Sunday nearest to the
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, we welcome all
pets—-dogs, cats, turtles, birds etc.—-for a special blessing at 1:30 pm on the playground in the back
of the church. Owners are also welcome! Let’s all
spread St. Francis’ love for all creatures. “All creatures
great and small...the Lord God loves them all!”

LEONARDO DICAPRIO FILM
AT ST. AUGUSTINE
The Feast of St. Francis is at the beginning of
October, and to celebrate this special saint who cared for
all of creation, we are bringing Before the Flood, Leonardo
DiCaprio’s three year journey exploring the subject of climate change, to an auditorium near you—-Kenny Hall, to
be exact. Please join us at 6:00 pm on Sunday, October 1st
for this one and a half hour presentation. Adult parishioners from high school age to infinity are invited to attend.

DIVORCE HEALING
PROGRAM
The next sessions of The Catholic’s Divorce
Survival Guide will begin on Thursday, October 5th at
7:15 pm. The program continues for eight weeks and includes 30 minute DVDs that cover topics of shock, denial,
anger, grief, guilt, forgiveness, dating, remarriage and
much more.
Whether you got divorced ten days ago or ten years
ago, the program offers valuable insight for everyone.
Call the rectory, 914-834-1220, or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org for more information or to register. The cost is $15.00 for materials. The sessions take
place In the rectory, 18 Cherry Avenue.

CLOTHING AND KITCHEN
ITEM DRIVE
The next St. Augustine Clothing Drive for the Little Sisters of the Assumption in Harlem, NY is scheduled
for Sunday, October 22nd, 9:00 am—1:00 pm in the cafeteria. Most needed items include: Men’s, Women’s and
Children’s clothing as well as bedding, linens, towels, accessories, shoes and kitchen items and Halloween items.
(Please no VCR tapes or books, computers, printers or
ripped or stained clothing.)
If you would like to help sort and load, kindly let us
know. For questions and or to volunteer, contact Hillary
Collins at cucciah@gmail.com.

LEARN ABOUT JESUS
THROUGH LUKE
In November 2017, we begin a year of Luke’s Gospel as
the main source of our liturgical readings. Join a small
group to discover some of the important themes to listen
for—-and to live out! Study/discussion materials are provided along with a facilitator to keep our minds and hearts
on Jesus’ story! Groups are forming on Tuesday evenings,
or Thursday or Friday mornings are possible. We need
7—8 people to get a group started, maximum 12; we’d
like to start by the beginning of October. Please email
Ldoyle@staugustineny.org or call the rectory.

ST. AUGUSTINE AUXILIARY NEWS
The annual invitation for membership letter containing sign up for various volunteer functions is in the mail.
If you did not receive one yet, please contact AnneMieke Smeets at 914-522-3844.
The Auxiliary invites all Parishioners to the Opening
Mass on Thursday, Sept. 28th, at 9:00 am in St. Augustine Church. The Mass intention is for the past and present members of the Ladies Auxiliary, which will be followed by a breakfast-social in the Rectory.
If you would like to bring a baked good or fruit etc. to
this event, please fill out the sign up in the annual Auxiliary letter and send the form ASAP or call Anne-Mieke
Smeets. We hope to see you all on the 28th!

VETERANS DAY MASS
St. Augustine Church will be dedicating
the 5:00 pm Saturday evening Mass on November 11th to Veterans as well as those currently
serving in the military. If you have a loved one, friend,
and or family member who you would like included and
mentioned in this Mass, please call, 834-1220 or email
abetkowski@staugustineny.org. The parish is thankful
for their service and sacrifice.

THE RED MASS
His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York, will celebrate the Annual
Red Mass for the Judiciary, Attorneys, and Members of
Law Enforcement and their families on Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 6:00 pm at St. John the Evangelist
Church, 148 Hamilton Avenue, White Plains, NY.
The Red Mass is sponsored by the Catholic Lawyers’
Guild of the Archdiocese of New York and is a solemn
religious ceremony asking God to guide the legal profession toward the administration of justice. The custom
dates back to Europe in the 13th Century. In the United
States, the practice was instituted by the Catholic Lawyers’ Guild in the New York Archdiocese in 1938.
Following the Mass, there will be a reception in the
auditorium of St. John the Evangelist School located
next to the Church. The public is invited to attend.

WEEKEND RETREAT
Beginning Experience is offering a healing
weekend from October 6 to 8, 2017 at the St.
Lawrence Retreat Center in Beacon, New York. This invitation is open to men and women of all ages who have
suffered the loss of a spouse through death, divorce, or
separation. It is a time to heal and a time to begin anew.
Reservations are required.
For information or registration, please call Mary
Anne at 914-260-5087 or Phyllis at 914-261-5812 or
email to ny.hudson.valley@beginningexperience.org.

CYO BASKETBALL 2017-18
REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2017-18 basketball season
will be completed electronically this year. Please look for
the CYO link on the staugustineny.org home page beginning September 10th. St. Augustine’s CYO basketball program is actively seeking to expand. In addition to the 15
boys and girls teams currently participating, we are looking
to grow both programs. For the upcoming season we are
specifically seeking girls who will be entering the 3rd
through 8th grades and boys entering the 5th grade. We
will also need parents to get involved in the coaching of
these new teams. For questions regarding this expansion
or any other question please contact Mark McNally at
staugustinelarchmontcyo@gmail.com.

EMPLOYMENT NETWORKING
SUPPORT GROUP
A Free 6-Week Employment Networking Support
Group is being offered by The RDC Center for Counseling
& Human Development. The program will explore self assessment, job trends, resume writing, interviewing skills
and LinkedIn on the following Monday evenings, Sept. 18,
25, Oct. 2, 16, 23, & 30 from 6:30—8:00 pm at The White
Plains Education & Training Center, 303 Quarropas St.,
White Plains. For more information or to register, please
contact Pat Sheridan, LCSW, (914) 798-1103 or psheridan@divinecompassion.org.
The items requested for September
PASTA, SOUP AND ESPECIALLY CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets
at the front & side entrances to the church during the day. Thank you for your continued generosity.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
1st Time— Catherine Castagna & Ernest Lagoia

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________

EMAIL _______________________________________

