CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
DECEMBER 03, 2017
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Advent—A time for perseverance, patience and prayer.“
St. Gregory the Great

Pastor’s Corner
ALERT TO THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
There’s an old joke with lots of variations that says that
while some kids were out playing in the parish yard, they saw
Jesus coming. They ran into the church office and excitedly told
the secretary. He looked out the window and then ran to the
director of religious education. The staff member hurried into
the administrator’s office and pointed out the window. The
administrator then burst into the pastor’s office with the crowd
trailing her and said, “Jesus is on the playground and he’s headed for the office! What shall we do?” Seeing everybody in high
fluster; the startled pastor dropped his agenda and turned his
chair to look out the window. Suddenly he stood up, grabbed
his hat and stole and car keys, and shouted, “Look busy!”
That’s not far from what Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “Be
watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.”
Advent is probably the church season most vulnerable to
corruption and being overshadowed by everything that coincides with it. Whereas the church starts to celebrate Christmas
on the night of December 24 and continues through the feast
of the Baptism of the Lord, society rolls into holiday mode after
Halloween and into uncompromising materialism beginning
with “Black Friday.” Our cultural Christmas ends abruptly on
the night of December 25—leaving only the tree that nobody
wants to take down. Ironically, there is nothing more distracting from the mood of Advent than our culture’s preparation for Christmas.
Our readings remind us that, as of today, we are not simply
getting into the commercial Christmas season but entering into
a season of conversation. Isaiah’s prayer calls on God to be the
potter forming the clay of our lives. Jesus calls us to be alert to
God’s unexpected appearances in our lives. Pope Francis tells
us it is time to discern the spirit of the age in order to increase
the good in the world and thwart evil tendencies.
How do our readings orient us to enter into this shortest
possible Advent season—just 22 days long? Traditionally, we
talk about Advent as a time of waiting. But this week’s readings
emphasize watching—watching for the signs of God’s presence,
watching for the ways in which God desires to act as the potter
of the clay of our lives. Jesus told the disciples that the master
could show up at any hour—when we should be at our task or
in moments of well-deserved rest. The task of discipleship then
is not so much to be busy as it is to stay alert.
Mary M. McGlone, Preaching Resources, December 3, 2017.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of December 4th — December 10th
Monday, December 4th
7:45 am Adam Brickel
9:00 am Joseph Jamison
Tuesday, December 5th
7:45 am Maura O’Sullivan
9:00 am Shawna Donavan Radogna
Wednesday, December 6th
7:45 am Lionel Leveillee
9:00 am Robert Mangone
Thursday, December 7th
7:45 am Maura O’Friel
9:00 am Jane Hofmann
Friday, December 8th
7:45 am Catherine Gardiner
9:00 am Robert Mangone
12:00 pm John Astorina
7:30 pm Robert Mangone
Saturday, December 9th
9:00 am Michael Naughton
5:00 pm Jean Paonessa
Sunday, December 10th
9:00 am Stevenson Family
10:30 am Bridget Paolucci
12:00 pm Rae Gaita
5:00 pm Emma Vega

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton,
Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine
Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy,
Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish
envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details or to register.
Total Collection this week—$6,255.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $10,755.50
Attendance Last weekend was 843
Thank you for your support and generosity.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
Friday, December 08, 2017
Mass Schedule
7:45, 9:00 am, 12:00 & 7:30 pm
SECOND COLLECTION
DECEMBER 10th
Retired Religious
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
CONFESSION
Saturday, December 9th & 16th, 4:00—4:45 pm
Confession Monday, December 18th, 4:00—8:00 pm
MASS SCHEDULE
Fourth Sunday in Advent Mass Schedule
9:00 am, 10:30 am and 12:00 Noon
Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 (Family Mass), 6:00, & 9:00 (Choir)
Monday, December 25th, Christmas Day
9:00, 10:30 am and 12 Noon (Choir), No Evening Mass
Sunday Mass Schedule
9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
& 5:00 pm
Monday, January 1st, New Year’s Day
9:00, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
No evening Mass

GREETERS NEEDED
Parishioners are needed to welcome arriving parishioners into all of the weekend Masses, especially during
the Christmas Masses on December 24th and 25th, beginning at the 5 pm Mass on Saturday or at the 9 am,
10:30 am, 12 noon, and 5 pm Mass on Sunday. Please
email Ldoyle@staugustineny.org if you can come 15
minutes early to Mass once or twice a month with a
smile and a warm greeting. As our dedicated 9 am Mass
greeters can tell you, it makes a difference!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
On Saturday, December 9th at 7:30 pm, the
Westchester Chordsmen Chorus will perform a
Christmas Concert in Kenny Hall. The Westchester
Chordsmen is a wonderful all-male chorus with over 40
voices, specializing in close “Barbershop Quartet” and other popular a cappella harmonies. The repertoire will cover
a wide spectrum of Christmas holiday music by the chorus
and selected quartets. Free refreshments will be served.
Admission is $25, and $10 for students and children.

ADVENT CHRISTMAS WREATHS
ON SALE TODAY
Our confirmation candidates and their parents will be
selling wreaths on Sunday, December 3 after all the
Masses in front of the church. If you reserved a wreath,
or wish to buy one or several without a reservation you
will be honored. You may pay by check (St. Augustine’s
Rel. Ed.) or pay in cash. Candles and wreath rings will
also be available for purchase.
The cost is $25 with $5 going to help two charities. We
are hoping to sell 125 wreaths and give $400 to the victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico through the Catholic
Extension Society and $225 to the local Hope Food Pantry.
Please support this venture of mercy.
The wreaths are coming from Sisters Gail, Bernadette,
Amie, Elizabeth and Kristiana at the Green Mountain Monastery in Greensboro, Vermont. The Sisters hand harvest
the balsam from their trees in the forest on their property
for you. They trim the balsam branches to encourage
heathier trees and receive the incredibly fragrant gift of
these noble friends of the forest in return. In a world
where we are presented with the devastation of Earth and
its life systems, this wreath offers a different way of being
human within the sacred community of life. Each
wreath is 20 inches with a bow and pine cones.

THANKSGIVING THANKS
Over three hundred people in our surrounding
community enjoyed a hot traditional Turkey Dinner prepared and delivered by many extraordinary parishioners of St. Augustine Church. Many thanks especially to
Anne Avenius and Margaret Paganini for sharing their
time and talents and always successfully facilitating the
“Miracle of the Turkeys”!
A letter from a grateful recipient is below:
I want to thank the church and their families for making Thanksgiving possible for me and other families. We
give you guys big praises for your work in the community. I thank God for them. Clayton Marshall
Many many thanks to all who contributed and helped to
make this possible this and every year. All God’s Blessings.

CALENDARS
The 2018 calendars are here! Please take them home
with you. Many thanks to Fox Funeral Home for providing them each year!

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
At the last Parish Council meeting, we read
articles online from a special issue of Commonweal Magazine that surveyed the Sunday Mass experiences at 12
parishes in 9 states. A warm welcome, communal prayer, singing together, homily ‘take-homes’ and what
makes a worship space beautiful were discussed, and
more. Some members also identified ‘peak’ worship experiences at St. Augustine, at the Los Angeles Cathedral,
at a Mass in Syria in Aramaic, etc. Read an article yourself at commonwealmagazine.org/ordinary-Sundaynationwide-survey—and discuss with a Parish Council
member! Their names are on the list near the center
door at the back of the church.

NOW THAT WINTER HAS
ARRIVED
Some resolutions before the New Year: We
use zone heating and a timer to turn down the heat during the day and we sleep in cooler bedrooms at night.
We lower the temperature in storage rooms and other
less used rooms; we wear slippers and use bathmats
instead of underfloor heating. During the warmer
weather, we already changed the LED lighting. We have
chosen energy-efficient appliances—and we switch all
unused appliances off. Lastly, we always try to wash only
full loads of laundry. (compiled by St. Augustine’s Creation Care Team)

THANK YOU FROM
TACLOBAN
A couple who are parishioners from the
Philippines, choir member Bradford Siazon and Scripture
Study member Lina White, have gathered up enough
summer clothing to fill three large containers to take to
tsunami and hurricane damaged areas near Tacloban,
Philippines, exactly what they were hoping to collect.
They thank God, and you, or your generosity!

ST. RITA’S
Dr. Kevin Maloney and St. Rita’s Free Medical
Clinic volunteers give toys to thousands of children every
year. This year the event will be held on December 15th
at 7:00 pm in front of Dr. Maloney’s office. All children
are welcome. Unwrapped new toys for children of all
ages can be dropped off at Dr. Maloney’s office at 144 E
Boston Post Rd., Mamaroneck. Call 914-381-2091 for
details or to volunteer.

PARENTING WITH FAITH
On Tuesday evening, December 5th and
Wednesday morning, December 6th, we will have a panel
discussion, Teaching Children Gratitude. Plan to join us at
7:30 pm on Tuesday or 10:15 am on Wednesday in Kenny
Hall. Parents, grandparents and caregivers are invited!

ANGEL TREE 2017
With the Holiday Season upon us, St. Augustine
Parish will once again be collecting Christmas presents for those less fortunate in our community. Please

consider taking one or more angels from the Angel
Tree in the vestibule of the Church. This is a good way
to help your children understand the joy of giving. There is
a bulletin board next to the tree where you will find an explanation of the different organizations to which the
Christmas gifts will be delivered. Please return the gifts to
the Rectory, with the angel securely attached BEFORE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th. To many, these will be the only gifts
they will receive this holiday season. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated.
Any questions, please call Anne
Avenius at 914-527-6762 or Irish Benson at 914-834-5831.

FORMED.ORG
We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription
to www.formed.org Simply register with parish code
TWY2GF and enjoy. Visit today to find several reflections
for this first Sunday in Advent.
The items requested for December
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially

brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________

EMAIL _______________________________________

