CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
DECEMBER 10, 2017
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“A voice cries out in the desert. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Isaiah 40:3“

Pastor’s Corner
A META-DREAM
Today is the Second Sunday of Advent. What’s the line that sticks with
you? Is it “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” or “Every valley shall be exalted”?
That might be the test of whether you are more a fan of Godspell or Handel’s
Messiah. Those two show us how popular culture picks up on Scripture and
brings it into mainstream consciousness. (Yes. Handel started out as part of
18th-century popular culture.) Once we get out of the realm of music, those
two lines could summarize the message of this Second Sunday of Advent.
“Prepare ye the way!” What’s the call in that? John the Baptist, one of the
Christian Scripture’s most colorful characters, got people’s attention with that
message. We quote him as saying “repent”, but the word he used wasn’t
quite so puritanical. John didn’t call for self-incriminating scruples but for a
radical open-mindedness. The Greek word is metanoia, coming from meta
which means “beyond” and nous which refers “to the mind.” Thus, metanoia
can be seen as a call to go beyond our typical or “normal” mindset. It speaks
of a change in our vision of life that will bring about a transformation of the
way we live.
The Gospel tells us that everybody was flocking to John at the Jordan to
confess their sins and go through John’s cold-water, cleansing dunk. If we
imagine that scene with the excesses of crowds and enthusiasm Mark describes, we will get quite a picture. The crowd’s confession of sin wasn’t at all
what we think of as a recitation of transgressions—and there was nothing
private about it. It was a communal and enthusiastic public demonstration in
which groups of people got excited about the idea that life could be much
better than it was. Their confession said, “We’ve settled for less, but no
more!”
The corollary to that confession, what brought it about and what it was
intended to lead to, was a dream about how things could be. Isaiah offered
people a vision of a world without the divisions and barriers symbolized by
valleys and mountains. Everything that plagued people, families and nations
would be smoothed out. The whole world would see how good God is. All
people would learn that the power of God is the power of love, that God
enters history not as a warrior but like a shepherd.
Mark doesn’t spell out John’s version of that dream in the ways that
Matthew and Luke do. Mark cuts to the quick and says John preached three
things: repentance, forgiveness and the coming of one who would baptize
with the Holy Spirit. Mark often gives us the Cliffs Notes version of the Gospel, an approach that challenges us to spell put the details in the ways most
appropriate to our own time and place.
This year, the Second Sunday of Advent comes exactly in between two
great feasts of Mary: the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The feast of the Immaculate Conception celebrates Mary as the first one redeemed by Christ; we might think of her as the first fully human person in
history, the one who fulfilled all her potential as a child of God, a fully selfgiving collaborator with the plan of God. The feast of Our Lady of Guada-

lupe brings the Gospel message uniquely home to the Americas. In
celebrating La Morenita (as she is fondly called in Spanish-speaking
cultures), we celebrate the fact that the Incarnation implies enculturation. Just as the word took flesh in the first century, Our Lady of
Guadalupe is a visible image of Christianity’s ability to express itself in
the signs and symbols, the language and culture of every people on
earth.
Mary M. McGlone, Preaching Resources, December 10, 2017.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of December 11th — December 17th
Monday, December 11th
7:45 am
9:00 am Margaret Jamison
Tuesday, December 12th
7:45 am Cornelius O’Brien
9:00 am John Lawler
Wednesday, December 13th
7:45 am Lucy & Angelo Caricato
9:00 am Robert Mangone
Thursday, December 14th
7:45 am
9:00 am Peter Feuerbach
Friday, December 15th
7:45 am
9:00 am Dennis & Margaret Twomey
Saturday, December 16th
9:00 am Matthew Keane
5:00 pm Nel Gallin
Sunday, December 17th
9:00 am Madeline Rispoli
10:30 am Jennie Durso
12:00 pm Jeanne D. Gordon
5:00 pm Trudy Saputo

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton,
Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine
Samon, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy,
Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

ST. AUGUSTINE’S HOLLY PARTY 2017

We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish
envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details or to register.
Total Collection this week—$10,690.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $15,190.50
Attendance Last weekend was 918
Thank you for your support and generosity.

It was a wonderful Party again, the Holly Party held on Friday,
December 1st was a great success. Lots of young parishioners, as
well as all other Parishioners and their friends, some whom are coming for years, had a jolly good time. There was a great atmosphere
and many enjoyed the beautiful prizes and gift certificates displayed
at the Chinese Auction and also the fantastic Grand Prizes. Many
tickets were sold and for the first time in the more than 50 years of
the Holly Bridge/Party all the auction envelopes (1,000 envelopes
with 14 tickets) for the Chinese Auction were sold. Great luncheon
spreads and drinks were enjoyed, as well as tea, coffee and the eggnog, spiked and non-spiked!
A core group of people started organizing the Holly Party in September. Many things need to be done to make this Holy Party a social and enjoyable event; soliciting gifts, other people donated new
and “recycled-new” gifts, make auction envelopes, some brought
desserts, hostesses served coffee or tea, put a program together,
typed the envelopes for gift certificates, ordered invites and mailed
them, collected reservations and made seating arrangements,
helped set-up and decorate Walter F. Kenny Hall, sell tickets, announce prizes, hand out the prizes (“runners”), write the numbers on
the boards, and cleaned up as well as washing all the table cloths. As
you can see, a lot of people are working on this evet!
With the proceeds from this fund raiser and Christmas party we
will be able to help charitable organizations in our communities as
well as help St. Augustine. A list of charitable organizations will be
published in one of the January bulletins.
We thank the many volunteers who made it all happen: Ann
Meehan, Marlene Dufort, Therese Boyd, Ann Betkowski, Nancy Lennon, Carol Ulmer, Ann Siragusa, Helen Fay, Helen Waters, Mary Spollen, Annalea Ricci, Iraci DiBuono, Suzanne Clephane, Paula DelGuercio and Jane Caro, Penny Langone and her “Pine Ridge Friends,” Joanne Walker, Rita Barros, Pat O’Donnell, Mary Jane Mason, Maureen
Hughes, Mary Buckley, Kathy Gryzlo, Ann O’Brien, Michele Hoffmann, Cheryl Dufort, June Hesler, Eileen Gerspach, Peggy Fitzpatrick,
Mattie Mancini, Jean Power, Soledad Sambrano, Annette Treacy,
Helen Fay, Tish Cox, Mary Ann Mazza, Maria Massimi, Cindy Habig,
Marion Robb, Linnea Holmes and Carmen White.
Thank you Mary Twomey Spollen, with her team, who collected
the toys to be brought to Bedford Correctional Facility for Women
(=Hour Children) for the children of the mothers incarcerated there.
We also thank Msgr. Thomas R. Kelly, (announcer Grand Prizes),
Mary Babieri Connor (announcer), Ann Betkowski (kitchen), Santos
Pineda and Angel Ojeda (help in general) and all the parishioners
who brought the many (especially home made) terrific desserts, and
the women who worked as hostesses/servers during the party, as
well as those who helped clean up.
Thank you, thank you all so very, very much!
A very big “Thank You” also to all the merchants who donated the
beautiful prizes, and those parishioners and their families who DONATED so many wonderful prizes. We really had exceptionally beautiful prizes. Some merchants declined to donate this year, therefore
we are very grateful for those who did. Thank you.
We encourage everyone to shop at those businesses who donated to our event, and to thank them for their support. We appreciate their donations and support a lot, and many of the merchants
are long time donators! Please shop locally! Without all these merchants, restaurants, and the many “friends” we wouldn't be able to
offer such a variety of fantastic “gifts/prizes.”
We wish you all a Blessed Christmas, and a Peaceful,
Healthy New Year. Ann-Mieke Smeets, Chair Holly Party

SECOND COLLECTION
DECEMBER 10th
Retired Religious
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
CONFESSION
Saturday, December 9th & 16th, 4:00—4:45 pm
Confession Monday, December 18th, 4:00—8:00 pm
MASS SCHEDULE
Fourth Sunday in Advent Mass Schedule
9:00 am, 10:30 am and 12:00 Noon
Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 (Family Mass), 6:00, & 9:00 (Choir)
Monday, December 25th, Christmas Day
9:00, 10:30 am and 12 Noon (Choir), No Evening Mass
Sunday Mass Schedule
9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
& 5:00 pm
Monday, January 1st, New Year’s Day
9:00, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
No evening Mass

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS
For over 40 years, ReDirect Christmas has
been one of the special parish traditions at St
Augustine Church. It is a great way of giving a charitable
gift in the name of people on our Christmas lists instead
of traditional store bought gifts. Announcement cards
are available at the entrance to the church as well as
more information about the organizations. Please make
checks payable to St Augustine Church and add ReDirect Christmas to the memo section of the check and
send to the rectory.
The organizations chosen this year are:

Our Lady of Victory Regional Catholic School
Mt Vernon, New York &
San Agustin in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Details will be available in the weeks to follow.

CONFESSION RECONCILIATION
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18TH
All the churches of the Archdiocese will offer and celebrate the Sacrament of Forgiveness and Reconciliation
on Monday, December 18th. Priests of our parish of St.
Augustine will be hearing confessions in the church from
4:00 – 8:00 pm. You are invited and encouraged to
come, spend some quiet time with the Lord in church &
experience God’s Grace of forgiveness.

ANGEL TREE 2017
Many thanks to all of you who have donated
gifts to the Angel Tree and helped to brighten
someone’s Christmas. Please drop off any Angel Tree

gifts that you may still have by Sunday, December
10th. Unwrapped gifts, with the angel attached, can be
left at any time in the porch in front of the rectory.

FORMED.ORG
We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription
to www.formed.org Simply register with parish code
TWY2GF and enjoy. Visit today to find several reflections for Advent .

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM
Our 78 first graders will honor us with their
“Journey to Bethlehem,” a sight and sound digital version, with music and movement by our angels,
stars, sheep, donkeys and cows to share the Christmas
story that gives Christmas the real meaning. Please join
us on Sunday, December 17th at 3:30 pm in Kenny Hall
for our half hour program. Hot chocolate and cookies in
the cafeteria will follow, sponsored by Joe Dibuono and
the Knights of Columbus.

THANK YOU FROM TACLOBAN
A couple who are parishioners from the Philippines,
choir member Bradford Siazon and Scripture Study member Lina White, have gathered up enough summer clothing to fill three large containers to take to tsunami and
hurricane damaged areas near Tacloban, Philippines,
exactly what they were hoping to collect. They
thank God, and you, for your generosity!

ST. RITA’S
Dr. Kevin Maloney and St. Rita’s Free Medical Clinic
volunteers give toys to thousands of children every year.
This year the event will be held on December 15th at
7:00 pm in front of Dr. Maloney’s office. All children are
welcome. Unwrapped new toys for children of all ages
can be dropped off at Dr. Maloney’s office at 144 E Boston Post Rd., Mamaroneck. Call 914-381-2091 for details
or to volunteer.

PARISH PAY
Please see today’s insert in the Parish Bulletin concerning Parish Pay’s transition to We Share.

THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS
CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE
The friars will be in Larchmont to collect Christmas gifts
for children from very poor neighborhoods in the South
Bronx and Newark. They will collect the gifts at the home
of Cannon and Bruce Campbell, 2 Walnut Avenue, Larchmont, between 3 and 7 pm on Thursday, December 14th,
(if that time is not convenient, presents can be safely left
at Cannon’s front door.) Gifts are needed for children up
to the age of 14. They should be gift wrapped and labeled
with appropriate age and gender. Call Cannon Campbell
for more information at 914-924-1155. Thank you

LARCHMONT CATHOLIC LIBRARY
Founded in the 1940s by a parishioner of St. Augustine,
this Library has a small ‘stacks’ area in the school building
and a shelf in the back of the church, built to measure by a
carpenter friend of Msgr. Kenny’s. There you will find
many spiritual and religious books. Here is one for your
Advent preparations: PRAYING THE WAY JESUS PRAYED, a
new vision of what prayer is all about and why it makes a
difference by Jesuit Mark Link, who manages to write in
language simple enough for all to follow, yet deep enough
for those who have often studied ways to pray.
The items requested for December
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially

brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

