CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
DECEMBER 24, 2017
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you...Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus ” Luke 1:30

Pastor’s Corner
BROTHER LOUIS’ FIRST CHRISTMAS
In his acclaimed autobiography The Seven Story Mountain,
Thomas Merton chronicled his spiritual wanderings from a life
totally devoid of God to a life lived only for God as a Trappist
monk. He wrote about his first Christmas as a monk at the Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemane in Kentucky:
“Christ always seeks the straw of the most desolate cribs to
make his Bethlehem. In all the other Christmases of my life, I
had got a lot of presents and a big dinner. This Christmas I got
no presents, and not much of a dinner; but I would have, indeed, Christ, God, the Savior of the world.
“You who live in the world: let me tell you that there is no
comparing these two kinds of Christmases. . . The emptiness
that had opened up within me, that had been prepared during
Advent and laid open by my own silence and darkness, now
became filled. And suddenly I was in a new world.
“You know that Christ is born within you, infinite liberty: that
you are free! . . . That there are no more limitations. That you
can love! That you are standing at the threshold of infinite possibilities . . .”
From A Thomas Merton Reader.
The true miracle of Christmas continues to take place in the
Bethlehems of our hearts. The trappings that surround this day,
for the most part, do not begin to capture the profound meaning of the Christmas event. In the emptiness of our souls, God
forgives us, reassures us, exalts us, lifts us up, loves us. In the
coming of Jesus, God’s love frees us, opens us up to new hope
and possibilities. May we come to know this “kind” of Christmas—a Christmas when Christ fills the hearts we have emptied
in order to make room for him.
Connections December 2005

The items requested for December
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially

brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of December 25th — December 31st
Monday, December 25th
9:00 am Cornelius Bruno
10:30 am Bridget & Hugh Connolly
12:00 pm Bridget Paolucci
Tuesday, December 26th
7:45 am Dennis Gannon (Living)
9:00 am Robert Mangone
Wednesday, December 27th
7:45 am Uwe Knudsen
9:00 am William Crossin
Thursday, December 28th
7:45 am Peggy N. Dyer
9:00 am Michael Vivolo
Friday, December 29th
7:45 am Fr. Andrew Apostoli & Honora O’Brien
9:00 am Joseph Barbieri
Saturday, December 30th
9:00 am Robert Mangone
5:00 pm Trudy & Vincent Saputo
Sunday, December 31st
9:00 am Robert Mangone
10:30 am Caitlin Mary Warde
12:00 pm John P. Dillon
5:00 pm Joseph Bohan

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Mary
Haid, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Father Joseph Irwin, Mary
Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Martin Martinez, Bob
Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford
Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole,
Jack Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine Samon, Annmarie
Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli,
Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Missy Wey,
Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register.
Total Collection this week—$7,942.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $12,442.00
Attendance Last weekend was 815
Thank you for your support and generosity.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 (Family Mass), 6:00, & 9:00 (Choir)
Monday, December 25th, Christmas Day
9:00, 10:30 am and 12 Noon (Choir), No Evening Mass
December 31st, Sunday Mass Schedule
9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
& 5:00 pm
Monday, January 1st, New Year’s Day
9:00, 10:30 am & 12:00 Noon
No evening Mass

ANNUAL PARISH
FINANCIAL REPORT
Enclosed in this Sunday bulletin is our Annual Parish
Financial Report for our latest fiscal year. All questions
and observations are welcome.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS
(RCIA)
The RCIA is a process that welcomes adults who:
Are unbaptized and want to become Catholic Christians through the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation.
Are Baptized Christians in another faith tradition and
desire full membership in the Catholic Church
Are Baptized Catholics who for various reasons have
not received the sacraments of Confirmation or Eucharist
Attend the Catholic Church because of a spouse or
friend and are willing to ask questions about the Catholic
Church.
We have new Inquirers and are praying for those yet
to come. If you or someone you know is or may be interested, please contact Sr. Muriel Cooney, OP
(srmuriel@staugustineny.org) or call Ann Betkowski (914
-834-1220).

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STAUGUSTINELARCHMONT

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS
For over 40 years, ReDirect Christmas has
been one of the special parish traditions at St Augustine Church. It is a great way of giving a charitable gift
in the name of people on our Christmas lists instead of
traditional store bought gifts. Announcement cards are
available at the entrance to the church as well as more
information about the organizations. Please make checks
payable to St Augustine Church and add ReDirect Christmas to the memo section of the check and send to the
rectory.
The organizations chosen this year are:

Our Lady of Victory Regional Catholic School
Mt Vernon, New York
With enrollment of 342 students, is the only Catholic
Archdiocesan School in Mt. Vernon, NY. OLV has an 80%
poverty rate and is dedicated to providing a Catholic education for inner-city families but lacks the financial resources necessary for purchasing all the learning materials/resources so vital to learning.
OLV will use the funds to purchase Chromebooks, (an
internet dependent laptop) for their students. They are
useful for large group instruction, small group investigation or individual study. The computer programs adapt for
each student and allows them to practice skills they struggle with or move ahead as they master content.

San Agustin in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
(St. Augustine Parish)
is moving to recovery mode after the devastation of
Hurricane Maria. It is difficult to adequately describe the
need and the forgotten people in our parish and on our
island.
The parish, founded over 100 years ago by the Redemptorists, is bilingual and includes an elementary
school as well as the only continuous English language
Religious Education program in the Metro area. The parish has a number of faculties under their spiritual care
including Hogar Buen Pastor for men, la Providencia home
for Women, Hogar Nuestra Senora de la Providencia, a
multi level senior care facility, and Casa San Clemente an
educational and spiritual community center.
Each week, community members go in different missions to mountain towns bringing basic needs, household
items, medicine, books and games and food for animals.
They are working with other parishes and partnering with
Habitat for Humanity to get a cement factory up and running to repair houses in Guayama, the southern part of
the island. Thank you for your support.
SHARE YOUR TIME & TALENT WITH THE OVER
40 MINISTRIES AT ST AUGUSTINE CHURCH
VISIT www.staugustineny.org
Or Call 914-834-1220!

ANGEL TREE
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to
the Angel Tree gift program. Through your
thoughtfulness and generosity, we were able to provide
gifts to six organizations, including the Little Sisters of
the Assumption, the Mamaroneck Community Center,
Cardinal McCloskey Children Center, Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, the Youth Shelter of Westchester, St.
Rita’s Clinic, as well as special families and our seniors.
Over 600 children and families were so grateful to receive such wonderful gifts. For many of them, it was
their only gift this Holiday season.
Thank you to the Confirmation students who cut the
Angels and bought and wrapped gifts for the Youth Shelter in Westchester. Thanks to all who provided gifts, collected gifts, sorted and delivered gifts. Your contributions made this program a huge success!

SOME DAILY BREAD
Try out the excellent daily devotional booklet Give Us This Day for a year. Twelve issues cost only
$25.00
to join our parish subscription. Email
LDoyle@staugustineny.org or call the rectory to join.
You will also receive the online edition to share.

NOW THAT WINTER
HAS ARRIVED
Some resolutions before the New Year: We use zone
heating and a timer to turn down the heat during the
day and we sleep in cooler bedrooms at night. We lower
the temperature in storage rooms and other less used
rooms; we wear slippers and use bathmats instead of
underfloor heating. During the warmer weather, we already changed the LED lighting. We have chosen energyefficient appliances—and we switch all unused appliances off. Lastly, we always try to wash only full loads of
laundry. (compiled by St. Augustine’s Creation Care
Team)

FORMED.ORG
We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription
to www.formed.org which gives you access to quality
Catholic on line programs, movies, audios, and books.
Simply register with parish code RNBYV2 and enjoy.
Look for special programs for the Christmas Season including: Watch and Pray, or watch: Christmas in Rome.

Merry Christmas
and Joyous New
Year.

LARCHMONT CATHOLIC LIBRARY
Founded in the 1940s by a parishioner of St. Augustine,
this Library has a small ‘stacks’ area in the school building
and a shelf in the back of the church, built to measure by a
carpenter friend of Msgr. Kenny’s. There you will find
many spiritual and religious books. May we suggest: PRAYING THE WAY JESUS PRAYED, a new vision of what prayer is all about and why it makes a difference by Jesuit Mark
Link, who manages to write in language simple enough for
all to follow, yet deep enough for those who have often
studied ways to pray.

ADDICTION SUPPORT
Alcoholics Anonymous hosts open meetings every Sunday in the Cafeteria at 7:00 pm. Anyone who
is struggling with any type of addiction or knows someone
who is, is encouraged to come. Information to find support
groups for other types of addiction is also available at the
meetings. All are welcome.

LECTIO DIVINA & CENTERING PRAYER
Please join us for two special times of prayer:
Lectio Divina meets on Tuesdays following the 9:00
am Mass in the rectory to discuss the Bible readings.
Centering Prayer meets on Saturdays in St. Augustine
Church for silent prayer following the 9:00 am Mass.

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE
SAVE THE DATE
While our 2017 Blood Drive was postponed for
a variety of reasons, we are pleased to announce we have
secured Sunday, March 4th, 2018 as the date of our annual effort in memory of Joe Vandernoot and his lifetime of
service to our Parish. This year’s beneficiary of our effort
will be the American Red Cross. Please mark the date on
your calendar. Questions? steve@piccone.com; 914-8341165. Many thanks!

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

