CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, LARCHMONT, New York
MARCH 04, 2018
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the spirit.
The decree of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple” Psalm 19

Pastor’s Corner
LEADING—STRINGS OF LOVE
As the company of believers in Jesus prepares to enter Lent’s third
week, the church, through the scripture selections, invites each of us to
consider our loyalties and the manner in which these loyalties lend
form and purpose to our lives. In today’s gospel, the loyalties of Jesus
are in clear evidence. Compelled by zeal for God, and for the special
site of God’s presence, the temple, he had no tolerance for those who
allowed the lure of the marketplace and the corruptive forces of consumerism to direct or diminish the loyalties that should have belonged
to God alone. In today’s second reading from his Corinthian correspondence, Paul's loyalties are also obvious as he encourages his readers to remain true to the power and wisdom of God made manifest in
Christ crucified. Rather than demand signs or seek wisdom in any other
venue, Christians are challenged to cultivate a loyalty that trustingly
and willingly accepts even the scandal of the cross and finds therein
revealed the mystery of God’s love for sinful humankind. In today’s
first reading , the Exodus authors remind us of the legal, religious and
social parameters of our loyalties to God. In the words of the law, believers are to find the freedom, direction and guidance that are necessary to remain in an authentic and holy relationship with God and with
one another.
In his study of the words of the law, James F. Keenan
(Commandments of Compassion, Sheed and Ward, Franklin WI: 1999)
has called the commandments a gift from God intended for the benefit
of those who heed them. Recalling the teachings of Thomas Aquinas,
Keenan underscores the importance of maintaining a proper understanding of the law. Some tend to think of the commandments as
something imposed by God for god’s own preferences. Others regard
the law as an extension of the ego of the lawmaker. But the law is not
for God’s entertainment or satisfaction, rather God’s law is for the benefit of those who hear and heed it. Consequently, what “offends” God
is not really disobedience to the law; what “offends” God is when humankind hurts itself by its lack of acceptance of the law as God’s gift.
Centuries before Aquinas and Keenan, the prophet Hosea offered
his contemporaries as a poignant and touching image that may foster
our understanding of the role of the law in the life of the believer. Representing God as a loving parent and Israel as God’s loved child, the
eighth century prophet wrote, “When Israel was a child, I loved him,
out of Egypt I called my son. The more I called them, the farther they
went from me. . .yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, who took
them in my arms; I drew them with human cords, with bonds of love; I
fostered them like one who raises an infant to his cheeks; yet though I
stooped to feed my child, they did not know that I was their healer” (Hosea 11:1-4). To think of the law as bonds of love or human cords
(The NJB has “leading-strings of love”, and the NRSV has “cords of human kindness”) that bind us to God is to better appreciate the law as a
protector and safeguard of the relationship with God to which each of
us has been called. To think of the Decalogue as an umbilicus through
which we draw life and share in the very presence of God is to truly
understand the law as gift. Celebration, March 2000.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of March 5th — March 11th
Monday, March 5th
7:45 am Laurier (Burt) Bouchard
9:00 am Robyn Stock Dempsey
Tuesday, March 6th
7:45 am Nel Gallin
9:00 am Breda & Tom Condron & Family (Living)
Wednesday, March 7th
7:45 am Maura O’Friel
9:00 am Nora Collins Sexton Winkel
Thursday, March 8th
7:45 am Jocelyne Gill-Cloutier
9:00 am Dennis Coleman
Friday, March 9th
7:45 am
9:00 am Robyn Stock Dempsey
Saturday, March 10th
9:00 am Hernan Mendoza, Diego Angelini,
Alejandro Pagnucco, Ariel Erlij, & Hernan Ferruchi
5:00 pm Jean Poanessa
Sunday, March 11th
9:00 am Ed & Dolly Paoli
10:30 am Mathilde & Joseph Weber
12:00 pm Madeline T. Rispoli
5:00 pm Patrick Murphy

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes, David
DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott,
Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert
Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Kerry
Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey,
Carol Hrabsky, Mary Jordan, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy &
Dave Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris,
Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack
Pastor, David Reilly, Katherine Samon, Annmarie Shower,
Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Carol Ulmer,
Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Martin Waters,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register.
Total Collection this week—$7,467.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $11,967.50
Attendance Last weekend was 810
Thank you for your support and generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION SUN, MAR 11th
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Your support of the Catholic Relief Services Collection serves
Jesus “in disguise” in some of the most marginalized communities of our world. Proceeds from this special national collection
provide services for immigrants and refugees, humanitarian aid
in the wake of natural disasters, and advocacy for peace and
justice around the world. Through this collection, please help
the Church support those suffering on the margins around the
world.
With your support of the Catholic Relief Services Collection,
thousands of young people can participate in YouthBuild, a
program that provides them necessary life skills and opportunities. YouthBuild, a part of the YouthBuild International network, provides job skills and entrepreneurship training, school
re-entry, job placement, and social services. More than five
thousand young people have participated in YouthBuild, and
eighty percent of its participants have found work, gone back
to school, or both.
Your support of this special collection makes a difference for
so many around the world. Please prayerfully consider how
you can support it this year. If you want to learn more about
the collection and the people who benefit, please visit
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. Thank you.
Faithfully in Christ, Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

RENEW + REBUILD
ST. AUGUSTINE’S 125th
ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN
We have been introduced to our Parish’s historic
125th Anniversary Campaign. Already over 165 families
have made pledges and gifts from $100 to $100,000 and
higher totaling more than $1,700,000. As important as
it may be to reach our Campaign goal of $2,000,000, we
are hopeful that all parishioners will participate In this
Campaign at a level consistent with their means and
which reflects the importance of this Parish in their lives.
Please help St. Augustine not only honor and preserve its
past but also prepare for its future. Campaign pamphlets
and pledge cards are in the pews and in the vestibule of
the church. Please thoughtfully consider supporting the
Campaign. Pledges may be returned to the Rectory or
placed in the collection basket. There will be no Cardinal’s Appeal at St. Augustine this year. Thank you

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, MARCH 4TH
Today, Sunday, March 4th, 2018 is the date of
our annual effort in memory of Joe Vandernoot and his
lifetime of service to our Parish. Please join us in the

cafeteria from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm to give
the gift of life. This year’s beneficiary of our effort
will be the American Red Cross. Please come to the cafeteria for snacks and fellowship and to give blood. Questions please email steve@piccone.com; or call 914-8341165. Many thanks for your continued support!

SAVE THESE VERY SPECIAL
DATES DURING LENT
You are invited to a very special Lenten Mission
at our parish. On March 5th, 6th & 7th at 7:30 pm, Sister
Danielle Marie Baran, CR, Pastoral Associate at the
Church of the Resurrection in Rye, will present three evenings on the mystery of death and how our mutual journey through life can empower us to more fully embrace
the gift of each day. Topics include: “Scientific Studies &
Spiritual Beliefs”, “Life is All About Love”, and “Being Our
True Selves”. There will be moments of laughter, moments of wonder and moments of Discovering God’s
Amazing Love for each one of us as we prepare ourselves
to celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ in a different way this Lent. Please join us in welcoming Sister Baran at the Masses this weekend to
briefly discuss the program.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
SISTERS WEEK
In honor of National Catholic Sisters Week (March 8 to
14) we are holding an open house to “Meet and Thank a
Sister.” The week celebrates the vital contributions of
women religious in our Church, our community and the
world. Please come and thank sisters for their unparalleled service of their vocation and life. Join us on Sunday,
March 11 after the 9, 10:30 and Noon Masses in Kenny
Hall. Sisters from these communities will be present to
share information about their individual charisms and
ministries: Sisters of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Dominican
Sisters, Felician Sisters of North America, Sisters of St.
John the Baptist, Congregation of Notre Dame of Montreal, School Sisters of Notre Dame, Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Missionary Franciscans of
the Immaculate Conception, and the Missionary Sisters of
St. Charles Borromeo.
Refreshments will be served and conversation with the
sisters is welcomed and encouraged. Crafts for the children will be provided. Please contact Sister Suzanne for
further information, 914-834-9523.

IRISH FLEADH
SUNDAY, MARCH 18th
Join Us for The IRISH FLEADH , Sunday March 18th,
2:30—4:45 pm in Monsignor Kenny Hall. Kick up your
heels to the music of Bernadette Fee and the Wild Irish
Rovers and several young Irish Step Dancers!
Entrance fee is $7.00 per person or $25.00 per family
paid at the door. Music, Light Refreshments, Arts and
Crafts and More.

All are Welcome!
ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED
We are looking for responsible and reliable
altar servers for the Ministry of Acolyte. Must
be flexible to serve at various Masses a few
times a month. We are looking to replace those servers
who are moving on at the end of the school year.
Requirements: Must be in 4th grade or higher. Training will be required. Please stop by the plaza after Mass
for more information.

BE WELCOMING
It makes a difference to have someone meet
you at the door! Greeters are needed for Masses on Saturday evenings and all Sunday Masses. Please consider
coming 15 minutes early to the Mass you attend. Please
contact Carla Henderson at Carla.hendo@gmail.com.

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE
The regulations on Lenten fast & abstinence are:
“FASTING” On Good Friday, those who are 18 but not yet
59 are allowed only one full meal. Two smaller meals are
allowed as needed, but eating solid foods between meals is
not permitted.
“ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT” Those who are 14 years of
age or older are to abstain from meat on all the Fridays of
Lent.
The Church no longer attempts to prescribe Lenten practices in detail. The above regulations simply highlight Good
Friday, and the other Fridays of Lent. The more fundamental obligation is to make lent a penitential season, choosing
practices that are adapted to one’s own needs.
GOOD FRIDAY is a day of fast and abstinence. FRIDAYS
in Lent are days of abstinence.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered every
Saturday afternoon 4:00—4:45 pm.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
During the joyous Easter Season following April
1, we will be starting a small Scripture study group Thursday mornings after the 9 am Mass. This study will concentrate on the Acts of the Apostles, the vibrant story of the
changed lives of Jesus’ disciples after his Resurrection.
Please join us in our 9-week adventure by contacting
Ldoyle@staugustineny.org or by calling Sr. Muriel at the
rectory: 914-834-1220.

PLASTIC FREE LENT
Suggestions for the week of March 4th from the
“Plastic-Free Lenten calendar” published by the Church of
England: 1. Look around your kitchen and see what plastics
you can replace. 2. Use a dish brush with a wooden handle
or natural cleaning cloths or natural cellulose sponges instead of plastic & synthetic sponges. 3. If you need to purchase a new blender in the future, try and go for a glass
alternative if possible. 4. Buy glass and /or stainless steel
containers for food storage. (Glass works well for freezer
storage as well, just leave room at the top of the jar.) 5.
Avoid foil-wrapped snacks. 6. Share your leftovers or unwanted food. (Compost peels, shells, bones etc.)

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STAUGUSTINELARCHMONT

The items requested for March
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets at
the front & side entrances to the church during
the day and especially from the children during every

10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________

GOLDEN JUBILEE MASS
Couples celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 2018 are invited to attend
the Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan
at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral on Sunday, June 3 at 2:15
pm. Pre-registration is required. Please call the rectory,
914-834-1220 to register no later than May 14th.

ADDRESS_____________________________________

CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________

EMAIL _______________________________________

