CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
JUNE 17, 2018
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward for this faith is to see what you believe”
Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

Pastor’s Corner
GOD GIVES THE GROWTH
In his first letter to the believers in Corinth, Paul offered his
perspective concerning the growth and development of the community: “I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God
made it grow. This means that neither he who plants nor he who
waters is any special account, only God who gives the growth” (1
Cor 3:6-7). Ezekiel, in today’s first reading, was reminding his contemporaries of the same truth: God is in charge. Just as God had
called the enslaved forth from Egypt and made of them a people
with a land of their own, so had God, insisted the prophet, been
at the heart of every aspect of Israel’s history. Interpreting every
high point (“I the Lord lift high the lowly tree”) and low point (“I
the Lord bring low the high tree”), Ezekiel urged his people to
remember they were rooted in God and to live in reliance in their
Maker:
With the first parable of today’s Gospel, Mark has made a similar point. Farmers sow seeds and do all that is necessary to foster their growth. Even without the farmer’s full comprehension,
the seed sprouts, grows and ripens to harvest because it is God
who gives the growth. Mark and Ezekiel shared their parables not
to offer lessons in agriculture but to remind believers that God is
at the heart of all we are. We are not the center of the universe;
rather; God is at the center of all that is. When we fail to realize
this truth, we lose our roots and cannot grow. We bear no fruit.
But what can bring us back to our centeredness in God when
we are off-kilter or lost in navel gazing? For the Israelites, suffering was often the factor that led them back to God. Because they
attributed everything that happened, both good and bad, to God,
whatever they suffered (losses in war; disease, famine, the exile)
was viewed as a punishment for their sins and infidelity. Through
the ministry of their prophets, they were able to accept suffering
as a pruning of sorts to make them better and more fruitful servants of God.
In this regard, I am reminded of a sermon once given by the
pastor Henry Emerson Fosdick at Union Theological Seminary in
New York. He related the experience of a friend of his who visited
an apple orchard in Maine. There he saw apple trees so laden
with fruit that their branches had to be propped up to keep them
off the ground. When asked about it, the orchard owner told his
visitor to go and look at the trunks of the trees near the bottom.
When he did, he saw that the trees had been badly wounded
with a deep gash. “That is something we have learned about apple trees,” said the power: “When the tree tends to run to wood
and leaves and not to fruit, we wound it, gash it, and, almost always, no one knows why, this is the result: It turns its energies to
fruit.”
Patricia Sanchez, Preaching Resources, June 14, 2015

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of June 18th — June 24th
Monday, June 18th
7:45 am
9:00 am Michael Vivolo
Tuesday, June 19th
7:45 am Vincent Stephen Zdanowicz
9:00 am Joseph Cetra
Wednesday, June 20th
7:45 am Bridget Devine
9:00 am D. W. C. (Bill) Johnston
Thursday, June 21st
7:45 am Frank Mancuso
9:00 am Alumni Camp St. Joseph
Friday, June 22nd
7:45 am
9:00 am Thomas Malarkey
Saturday, June 23rd
9:00 am Kathleen R. Cunningham
5:00 pm Helen & Cornelius Fitzpatrick
Sunday, June 24th
9:00 am Mary Haid
10:30 am Chris Martin
12:00 pm Blanche & Albert Tagliaferri
5:00 pm Roberto Cerventez

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Marcos
Aleixo, Cindy Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan, Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De
Comes, Melania DiDomizio, John DiFolco David DiPietro,
Mary Ann Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Loren
Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia
Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary
Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave
Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti,
Mary Lou Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum
Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan
Troccoli, Carol Ulmer, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James
Walsh, Martin Waters, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and
Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

REJOICE AND BE GLAD!

We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or ParishPay. Please call the rectory for details
or to register.
Total Collection this week—$4,966.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $9,466.00
Attendance Last weekend was 1010
Thank you for your support and generosity.

In chapter four of his apostolic exhortation “Gaudete et
Exsultate” (“Rejoice and Be Glad”), Pope Francis lists the
dangers in today’s culture: “. . .a sense of anxiety, sometimes violent, that distracts and debilitates; negativity and
sullenness; the self-content bred by consumerism; individualism; and all those forms of ersatz spirituality—having
nothing to do with God—that dominate the current religious marketplace.” In answer, Pope Francis gives us the
five great expressions of love for God and neighbor that he
considers of particular importance in the light of the dangers present in today’s culture. Join us for 4 weeks in the
summer as we read and discuss this new papal document. Evenings? Weekends? Daytime? Let us know your
availability by emailing LDoyle@staugustineny.org.

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC
We hope that you were able to be a part of
the special Parish Mass on June 3rd celebrating our last
125 years as a faith community—and stepping into our
next 125 with God’s blessings. All attendance records
were broken this year at our yearly picnic! We hope you
enjoyed the fun and fellowship. Thank you for coming—
especially our newest parishioners, whom we all were
looking forward to meeting! We hope everyone was able
to find a table of welcoming parishioners and enjoy the
food—and the sight of children playing summer games
on the playground.
Thank you to Bishop Barres for attending and to all the
volunteers who made the Mass and picnic a success.

LEMONADE & MORE
In the months of June and July this summer, we planned for two lemonade stands
after 10:30 Mass outside on the playground to raise
money for the food pantry at HOPE in New Rochelle and
for Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity to distribute
food from 145th Street in the Bronx. Our first effort on
June 10th raised $127.55. Many thanks to the six young
children and their parents who made the June sale so
fun and so successful! See you after Mass in July—- when
every 10:30 am Mass will be followed by donuts and
conversation this summer, btw! (Please contact Hiliary
Collins or Ldoyle@staugustineny.org if your family can
help at the July lemonade stand!)

VISITS TO THE SICK AND
HOMEBOUND
Please contact the rectory if you know of anyone who
is sick at home or in the hospital and or homebound who
would like a visit from one of the priests or deacon at St.
Augustine Church. Please call 914-834-1220 or email
abetkowski@staugusitneny.org.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
1st Time—Jayne Luccarelli & Frank Merla
1st Time—Cathal Gleeson & Eric Devine

SUMMER SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Would you like to be in a small group to study
one of the four gospels? Women in the Old Testament? An overview of the New Testament? Email
LDoyle@staugustineny.org and state your preference and
your availability and we will build a group together. We
could also read Prayer by Ron Rolheiser or another spiritual book together. You may want to explore the world of
Thomas Merton, Elizabeth Johnson or Dorothy Day this
summer!

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
If you would like to learn more about our Bereavement Group, call Sister Muriel at 914-834-1220 or
email srmuriel@staugustineny.org and or google Rosemary Parandelis Bereavement for a four minute video.

HOPE PANTRY UPDATE
20 volunteers share their time and talents every
Tuesday at Hope Pantry preparing packages of
food for distribution. Every Wednesday these volunteers then distribute bags of food to approximately 400
families in our surrounding communities. Please add Food
pantry to your shopping lists and donate non-perishable
food to the baskets at the entrances of the church at any
time during the day before 4:00 pm. Thank you

AWAY FOR THE SUMMER?
Leaving for the summer months? Find a Mass
nearby by entering the zip or city at CatholicDirectory.com. And before you go, please mark your calendars
today for your parish’s Welcome Sunday Pancake Breakfast in Kenny Hall on Sunday, September 16, after the
9:00 am and 10:30 am Masses. Come mingle with fellow
parishioners, meet our new parishioners and celebrate our
teachers of religious education on this Catechetical Sunday! (Staycationers’ are welcome to partake each week in
the Sunday ‘social hour’ after the 10:30 am Mass. This
year, we are continuing through the summer!)

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED
We are looking for responsible and reliable altar
servers for the Ministry of Acolyte. Must be flexible to
serve at various Masses a few times a month. We are
looking to replace those servers who are moving on at
the end of the school year. Requirements: Must be in 4th
grade or higher. Training will be required. Please call the
rectory for details or deaconbob@staugustineny.org.

YOU ARE WELCOME
It makes a difference to have someone meet you at
the door, whether it’s a home or the parish church!
Greeters are needed for Masses on Saturday evenings
and all Sunday Masses. Please consider helping out by
coming 15 minutes early to the Mass you attend. Email
Carla at, Carla.hendo@gmail.com to sign up..

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
The RCIA is a process that welcomes adults who:
* Are unbaptized and want to become Catholic Christians through the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation.
* Are Baptized Christians in another faith tradition and
desire full membership in the Catholic Church
* Are Baptized Catholics who for various reasons have
not received the sacraments of Confirmation or Eucharist
* Attend the Catholic Church because of a spouse or
friend and are willing to ask questions about the Catholic
Church.
* We have new Inquirers and are praying for those yet
to come. If you or someone you know is or may be interested, please contact Sr. Muriel Cooney, OP
(srmuriel@staugustineny.org) or call Ann Betkowski (914
-834-1220).

ARCHDIOCESE ANNOUNCES
SPECIAL EDUCATION
PROGRAM IN SELECT SCHOOLS
Recognizing the growing demand for educational options that are responsive to students and families with
special needs, five Catholic schools will launch an enhanced special education program in Satin Island and
the Bronx beginning in September 2018:
Statin Island—St. Adalbert School in Elm Park, Holy
Rosary School in Arrocha, Our Lady Star of the Sea in Huguenot
The Bronx—Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School in Belmont, & St. Frances de Chantal School in Throgs Neck
Our Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of New York
continue to excel at their mission of providing an outstanding education of the mind, but more importantly of
the heart and soul.

NEIGHBORS FOR REFUGEES
POTLUCK PICNIC
Saturday, June 23rd, 12:00—3:00 pm; Rain date: Sunday, June 24th. Willow Park, 102 Willow Avenue, Larchmont. Please bring one food item (homemade or storebought) with enough to share. If you bring meat it does
not have to be halal, we will have a separate table for anything that is halal to be respectful of our Muslim neighbors.
There will be activities for all ages. Please invite family
and friends. All are Welcome! For more information visit
jmelwilson@neighborsforrefugees.com.

FESTA ITALIANA
The Church of St. John the Evangelist and Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church will hold its annual “Festa
Italiana” on July 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th, 2018 on the
Church grounds at 92 South Lexington Avenue, White
Plains, NY. Thursday and Friday, 6:00 pm—11:00 pm, Sat.
5:00 pm—11:00 pm and Sun. 2:00 pm—8:00 pm.
Our “Festa Italiana” features live Italian and American
music and entertainment, an outdoor dance floor, children’s games and entertainment, great Italian foods &
desserts, American fare, espresso bar, air conditioned casino, and much more. The admission and entertainment
are free. Full schedule and details are on the website:
www.sjeolmc.org.

The items requested for June
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially from the children during
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

