CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
JULY 29, 2018
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Christ came when all things were growing old. He made them new.”

Pastor’s Corner
GOD PROVIDES
Today we remember the most famous picnic in religious history. How
many people were there? Some say 5,000. Did that include women and
children? We knew that there was at least one child—girl or boy, nobody knows for sure—who was vital to the story.
This event wins the prize as scripture’s number-one picnic because
the New Testament narrates a version of it six times: twice each in
Matthew and Mark, once in Luke and once in John. But like every favorite family story, the details vary. Today we hear John’s rendition.
John presents Jesus as so popular that a huge crowd was following
him—somehow, 5,000 people crossed the lake to be with him. That
detail alone suggests that we may be in the realm of stretching the facts
to make a point, a well-accepted technique in storytelling through the
ages. Writers can exaggerate to tell truths that statistics can’t reveal.
While we recognize the sacred character of the scriptures, we also know
that the evangelists were master storytellers deeply immersed in their
religious tradition who honed their Gospel narratives long before delivering the final version. These efforts were a necessary part of their collaboration with the Holy Spirit in producing the scriptural texts. That’s
been catholic teaching since 1943, when Pope Pius XII wrote the encyclical Divino Afflante Spiritu, opening the church to modern methods of
scripture study.
As we hear the sixth chapter of John during the coming weeks, we
also remember that this is John’s Eucharistic narrative. John does not
talk about bread at the Last Supper: for him, the washing of the feet is
the symbol of Jesus’ example of self-giving on that night. John begins
this account differently from Mark and the others. He doesn't portray
Jesus teaching the crowds. For John, Jesus’ action of nourishing is the
first teaching. Explanations will follow in the rest of this chapter.
John’s story involves a variety of characters. First, Jesus looks at the
mass of people. Then he brings Philip into the action, asking him where
they can buy food to feed that crowd. Philip responds as a pragmatist,
not-so-gently reminding Jesus of the limitations of their funds. Then
Andrew enters into the conversation, saying that there’s a child who has
five barley rolls and two fish. Altogether that adds up to seven morsels—the number symbolizes completeness, but in this case it seems
more like complete inadequacy.
Now we are in the heart of the story. Just when the disciples have
pointed out the absurd limitations of the ability to respond, Jesus has
them tell the people to recline in preparation for a feast. While thousands look on, Jesus takes the food and prays. John says that Jesus “gave
thanks.” That implies that he acknowledged that the food he held came
from God and belonged to God. Once the child handed it over and Jesus
gave thanks over it, it was recognized as God’s food, and it was therefore God’s goodness that the crowd was going to share.
This story is good news because it tells us that God is concerned
about people who hunger. It is good news because it reminds us that
God can work wonders with the little we have if we are willing to give it
all. It is good news because it reminds us that God can work wonders
with the little we have if we are willing to give it all. It is good news because it reminds us that with God in our midst, we can always make a
banquet out of what seems to be pretty poor fare.
Sister Mary M. McGlone, Preaching Resources July 26, 2015.

Augustine of Hippo

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of July 30th — August 5th
Monday, July 30th
7:45 am
9:00 am Marie Mazzone
Tuesday, July 31st
7:45 am Special Intention
9:00 am Joseph Hunt
Wednesday, August 1st
7:45 am
9:00 am Bridget Paolucci
Thursday, August 2nd
7:45 am
9:00 am John Connolly
Friday, August 3rd
7:45 am
9:00 am Nellie & Paul Benjamin & Jeremy Leaf
Saturday, August 4th
9:00 am Laurence & Annie Spollen
5:00 pm Vincent Saputo
Sunday, August 5th
9:00 am Arthur Stock
10:30 am Carol Burke
12:00 pm David Cole
5:00 pm James Mario Tucciarone

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Marcos
Aleixo, Cindy Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan, Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De
Comes, Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann
Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Loren Finnell, Mary
Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry
Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey,
Carol Hrabsky, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou
Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray,
Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris
Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan
Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Martin
Waters, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection this week—$4,754.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $9,254.00
Attendance Last weekend was 663
Thank you for your support and generosity.

MASS SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15th
Assumption Of The
Blessed Virgin Mary
7:45, 9:00 am, 12:00 pm
& 7:30 pm
LITURGY OF THE WORD
FOR CHILDREN
Liturgy of the Word for Children at the 10:30 am Sunday Mass with Sister Suzanne will not be available over
the summer months. Sister will resume on Sept. 16.

GIVE US THIS DAY
Join our parish subscription of this monthly
devotional booklet. Nourish your relationship with
Christ through its daily prayers and reflections: read
about the lives of the saints and be inspired by their love
and devotion. For a sample of this monthly or to subscribe for one year for $25, please email

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
The RCIA is a process that welcomes adults who:
* Are unbaptized and want to become Catholic Christians through the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation.
* Are Baptized Christians in another faith tradition and
desire full membership in the Catholic Church
* Are Baptized Catholics who for various reasons have
not received the sacraments of Confirmation or Eucharist
* Attend the Catholic Church because of a spouse or
friend and are willing to ask questions about the Catholic
Church.
* We have new Inquirers and are praying for those yet
to come. If you or someone you know is or may be interested, please contact Sr. Muriel Cooney, OP
(srmuriel@staugustineny.org) or call Ann Betkowski (914
-834-1220).

CYO BASKETBALL 2018-19
REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2018-19 basketball season
will be completed electronically again this year.
Please look for the CYO link on the staugustineny.org
home page beginning in late August. Parishioner children,
boys and girls, entering the 2nd through 12th grades are
invited to be a part of the program. We also seek parents
to get involved in coaching. For questions regarding our
program, please contact Mark McNally at staugustinelarchmontcyo@gmail.com.

REJOICE AND BE GLAD!
In chapter four of his apostolic exhortation
“Gaudete et Exsultate” (“Rejoice and Be
Glad”), Pope Francis lists the dangers in today’s culture: “.
. .a sense of anxiety, sometimes violent, that distracts and
debilitates; negativity and sullenness; the self-content
bred by consumerism; individualism; and all those forms of
ersatz spirituality—having nothing to do with God—that
dominate the current religious marketplace.” In answer,
Pope Francis gives us the five great expressions of love for
God and neighbor that he considers of particular importance in the light of the dangers present in today’s culture. Join us for 4 weeks in the summer as we read and
discuss this new papal document. Evenings? Weekends?
Daytime? Let us know your availability by emailing
LDoyle@staugustineny.org.

AWAY FOR THE SUMMER?
Leaving for the summer months? Find a Mass
nearby by entering the zip or city at CatholicDirectory.com. And before you go, please mark your calendars
today for your parish’s Welcome Sunday Pancake Breakfast in Kenny Hall on Sunday, September 16, after the
9:00 am and 10:30 am Masses. Come mingle with fellow
parishioners, meet our new parishioners and celebrate our
teachers of religious education on this Catechetical Sunday! (Staycationers’ are welcome to partake each week in
the Sunday ‘social hour’ after the 10:30 am Mass. This
year, we are continuing through the summer!)

LEMONADE AND MORE
In these hot summer months, lemonade
and donuts will be served after the 10:30
Family Mass on the small plaza in front of the church.
Please contact Ldoyle@staugustineny.org if you or your
family can help.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
If you would like to learn more about our Bereavement
Group, call Sister Muriel at 914-834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org and or google Rosemary Parandelis
Bereavement for a four minute video.

SUMMER SCRIPTURE STUDIES

ALTAR SERVING A REFLECTION

Would you like to be in a small group to study one of
the Four Gospels? Women in the Old Testament? An
overview
of
the
New
Testament?
Email
LDoyle@staugustineny.org and state your preference
and your availability and we will build a group together.
We could also read Prayer by Ron Rolheiser or another
spiritual book together. You may want to explore the
world of Thomas Merton, Elizabeth Johnson or Dorothy Day this summer!

Altar Servers serve God at the event that is the source
and summit of our Christian Life, namely, the Mass. This
ministry helps form a child’s character and his/her life as a
Catholic Christian.
Please pray that families encourage their children to
become Altar Servers.
In an audience with more than 9,000 altar servers,
Pope Frances said this on August 4, 2015; “The closer you
are to the altar, the more you will remember to speak to
Jesus in daily prayer; the more you will be nourished by
the word and the body of the Lord, the better able will
you be to go out to others, bringing them the gift that you
have received, giving in turn with enthusiasm the joy you
have received.”
If you are in Grade 4 and up , please consider
joining St. Augustine Altar Servers. Contact Deacon Bob at the rectory, 914-834-1220 or Ann
Betkowski, abetkowski@staugustineny.org.

FRANK CONROY
BASKETBALL CAMP
Boys and girls ages 6—14 are invited to join
Frank Conroy’s Basketball Camp. Register
online at www.conroybasketballcamp.com. Teaching the
basics: dribbling, passing and defense. August 13—17
and 20—24. 8:45 am—4:00 pm. Holy Trinity Church, New
Rochelle. Any questions, please call Coach Conroy at 914
-980-0820.

STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL
SPELLING BEE
Stepinac High School’s acclaimed Alumni
Theatre will present three performances of the Tony
Award-winning musical comedy, “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” at 7:00 pm, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, August 2nd, 3rd and 4th.
The production will be staged at the school’s airconditioned Major Bowes Auditorium. 950 Mamaroneck
Avenue, White Plains, NY.
Tickets are $20.00 general admission and $15 for seniors and children under the age of 12. Call 914-9464800, ext. 385 to order tickets which will also be available for purchase at the door of each performance.

BACKPACKS TO SCHOOL
We Need Your Help
Even though school doors closed just weeks ago, The
Sharing Shelf is preparing for the new school year. Each
summer, we launch our Backpacks to School initiative to
provide local low-income children with the materials
they need to start the school year prepared and ready to
learn.
We buy all new supplies, using funds donated by people like you, then bring together volunteers to assemble
everything. Each backpack will be matched to a specific,
local low-income child.
Your donation of $25 will fill a new
backpacks. For more information on
volunteering and to make a donation
please visit www.fsw.org/backpacks.

SHARE YOUR TIME & TALENT WITH
THE OVER 40 MINISTRIES AT
ST AUGUSTINE CHURCH
VISIT www.staugustineny.org
Or Call 914-834-1220!
The items requested for July
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially from the
children during
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

