CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
SEPTEMBER 02, 2018
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord”
Psalm 15

Pastor’s Corner
LOOKING INTO THE MIRROR
Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) was fond of
describing the Sunday encounter with the sacred texts as looking
into a mirror: To paraphrase his words: “’The first requirement is
that you must not look at the mirror; but must look in the mirror
and see yourself in God’s word. Then, while reading God’s word,
you must incessantly say to yourself: ‘It’s I to whom the word is
speaking’”(Provocations, Plough Pub. House, Farmington, Pa.:
1999).
At times, it is pleasant to gaze into the mirror of the word and to
hear assurances like: “I love you; you are mine.” “Fear not, I am
with you.” “Come eat, drink, rest in me.” However, there are other
times when the word, with its truth, is so challenging that we are
tempted to turn away. Today is one of those days.
The Marcan Jesus today confronts those whose piety is comprised of pride in their own accomplishments and whose purity is
only skin-deep. But as we hear this Gospel, we are not to look at
these Pharisees and scribes in the story, but at ourselves. It is to us
that the words speak; it is to us that the term “hypocrite” applies.
Greek hypocrites, which means “an actor,” “a dissembler,”
“someone with skills at displaying a counterfeit persona.” This term
comes to life in us whenever we say one thing and do another; or
when our words are not truthfully translated into our deeds.
Thomas Merton once referred to such falseness as a
sort of “pseudo-goodness” that prefers routine duty to courage and
creativity (Contemplative Prayer, Random House, NY: 1969). A person of such character is content with established procedures and
safe formulas while turning a blind eye toward the greatest sins of
injustice and greed. Such are the routines of piety (hand washing,
avoidance of the unclean) that sacrifice all else to preserve the comfort and security of the past. For the pseudo-good, for the hypocrite, for the counterfeit persona, meditation becomes a factory for
alibis instead of a place to struggle with the flaws in our authenticity. Pseudo-goodness shirks the exigencies of the present with platitudes that were minted in the last century. At times, it also fabricates condemnations and denunciations of those who are willing to
risk new ideas and new solutions.
This pseudo-goodness Merton described was rampant in Jesus’
day, particularly among some of those who offered themselves as
models of legal observance. When Jesus held their actions up to the
light, they bristled against the truth of his words and ridiculed his
actions. When we hear this story, we are to look into the mirror of
the word and allow it to reveal the authenticity, or not, of our own
goodness. If we welcome the truth, we see God’s word has the
power to transform us from within where all goodness and holiness
begins. Believers are then responsible for translating their inner
goodness into good deeds and good words that serve the needs of
others.
Patricia Sanchez Preaching Resources. September 2, 2012.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of September 3rd—September 9th
Monday, September 3rd
7:45 am Rosemary Tunney
9:00 am Ton Smeets
Tuesday, September 4th
7:45 am C. Joseph Genster
9:00 am Lucy & Angelo Caricato
Wednesday, September 5th
7:45 am Ann Hundt
9:00 am Josephina Melief
Thursday, September 6th
7:45 am Irene Zarcone
9:00 am Raymond Leimkuhler
Friday, September 7th
7:45 am
9:00 am Mary Bennett
Saturday, September 8th
9:00 am Nellie & Paul Benjamin & Jeremy Leaf
5:00 pm John & Mary McGoey
Sunday, September 9th
9:00 am Kevin Kenney
10:30 am Christina Dunn
12:00 pm John Zampino
5:00 pm Methodius Kim

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Marcos
Aleixo, Cindy Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan, Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De
Comes, Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann
Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Loren Finnell, Mary
Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry
Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey,
Carol Hrabsky, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou
Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray,
Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris
Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan
Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh, Martin
Waters, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection this week—$4,429.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $8,929.00
Attendance Last weekend was 597
Thank you for your support and generosity.

RENEW REBUILD IMPACT REPORT
Construction is underway to add a handicap accessible
bathroom to the vestibule of the church. Construction is
expected to be completed Welcome Sunday, September
16th. Please pardon our appearance as the project is under way.
The Crucifix behind the altar as well as the six large
candlesticks have been refinished and returned to the
altar.
We thank you for your generosity and support in making these additions to our church possible through your
donations to the 125th Anniversary Campaign.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FOR CHILDREN
Liturgy of the Word for Children at the 10:30 am Sunday Mass with Sister Suzanne will not be available over
the summer months. Sister will resume on Sept. 16.

SMALL GROUP STUDIES
This fall, join a small group to study one of the Gospels
together—or the Book of Job or the Book of Revelation—
or a shorter, 3— week study entitled Hope or Mercy. A
group reading of Rejoice and Be Glad (Gaudete et Exsulatate), Pope Francis’ Letter of Exhortation to all of us, is
also ready to start. Contact Ldoyle@staugustineny.org to
let us know your availability. We build the sessions
around your schedule. Weekly meetings are 1.5 hours;
daily prep is 20 minutes. This small investment of your
time gives benefits that last eternally!

OUR DAILY BREAD
We invite you to pick up a complimentary copy of a
wonderful monthly devotional booklet, Give Us This Day.
Copies will be available on Welcome Sunday, September 16, in the back of the church. We love this publication; St. Augustine’s group subscription ($25/year instead
of $45/yr.) is already at 25 parishioners. Join us! We can
tell you from personal experience that whether you have
only a few minutes or a half hour, Give Us This Day will
intensify your desire to pray. Please email
LDoyle@staugustineny.org or call the rectory to sign up.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Religious Education Classes begin:
Sunday, September 23 at 9:00 am for Grades 1—8
Wednesday, September 26 for Grades 2 to 4 from
3:30 to 4:45 pm and Grade 5 to 8 from 7:00—8:15 pm
Wednesday, October 3 for Grade 1
Sunday, October 14 for Confirmation candidates
from 3:00—5:00 pm
Those families registering in August and September will
be put on a waiting list with parents expected to be
catechists for possible entrance to the program.

CYO BASKETBALL 2018-19
REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2018-19 basketball season
will be completed electronically this year. Please
look for the CYO link on the staugustineny.org home page
beginning August 25, 2018. Or visit the registration website directly at https://staugustinecyo.leagueapps.com/
after August 25th. For questions regarding our CYO program or any other questions, please contact Mark McNally
at staugustinelarchmontcyo@gmail.com.

DIVORCE HEALING
PROGRAM
The next session of The Catholic’s Divorce Survival Group will begin Tuesday, September 25th at 7:00
pm. The program continues for eight weeks and includes
30 minute DVDs that cover topics of shock, denial, anger,
grief, guilt, forgiveness, dating, remarriage and much more
for all those separated or divorced.
Whether you got divorced ten days ago or ten years
ago, the program offers valuable insight for everyone.
Call the rectory, 914-834-1220, or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org for more information or to register. The cost is $15.00 for materials. The sessions take
place In the back stage room of Kenny Hall in the school.

LARCHMONT-MAMARONECK
INTERFAITH COUNCIL
The Interfaith Council will meet Thursday, September 6th at 9:30 am at Larchmont Avenue Church, 60
Forest Park Avenue, Larchmont, NY in the Russell Room.
Jmel Wilson, President and one of the founding members
of Neighbors for refugees will speak about “Neighbors for
Refugees—Efforts to Support Refugees in Westchester
County.”
All are welcome to this free event. Bring a friend. Refreshments will be served.
For further information call Jan Rising—914-632-7735.

ST. AUGUSTINE SENIORS
Find out more about the St Augustine Seniors Group! Everyone 55 years young and older
are invited and Welcome to join. The first
meeting of the season is Thursday, September 13th and
will meet most Thursdays through June in Kenny Hall
from 12:00—4:00 pm. Share lunch, play Bingo, Scrabble,
meet new people and find out about other activities including special luncheons, trips and more! For more information call the rectory 914-834-1220.

RCIA MINISTRY
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is the official ritual of the Church which directs,
supports and sustains the way of faith and conversion by
which adults are initiated into the Catholic Church.
It is a process that welcomes those who are interested
in becoming Catholics, those who simply want to inquire
about the Catholic Church as well as baptized Catholics
seeking to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.
Becoming a part of this important ministry is not only
rewarding but also includes a very easy to use instructional guide to assist through the process.
If you are a person of faith who is aware of the many
ways that God works in and through each person and if
you are willing to grow in your own knowledge and understanding of Catholic teaching, please consider serving
as a member of the RCIA Team as a catechist or sponsor. Please contact srmuriel@staugustineny.org, 8341220.

EMPLOYMENT NETWORKING
SUPPORT GROUP
A free 6 week program, Employment Networking
Support Group, is being offered by The RDC Center for
Counseling & Human Development. This workshop will
offer information about Resume Writing, Interviewing,
Using Linkedin and Self-Assessment. Target audience: all
who are underemployed, or unemployed. Time: 6:308:00 pm on Tuesday evenings: Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23,
and 30. Place The White Plains Education & Technology
Center, 303 Quarropas St., White Plains,. For more information or to register: Pat Sheridan, 914-798-1103 or
psheridan@divinecompassion.org.

ADDICTION SUPPORT
Alcoholics Anonymous hosts open meetings
every Sunday in the Cafeteria in the school at St.
Augustine at 7:00 pm. Anyone who is struggling with
any type of addiction or knows someone who is, is encouraged to come. Information to find support groups for
other types of addiction is also available at the meetings.
All are welcome.

URGENT REQUEST
The Little Sisters of the Assumption has sent an urgent
request for Spring, Summer and Winter clothes. The need
is for children and adults. If you have any clothes to donate, please bring them to the rectory and they will be delivered to the Little Sisters. Donations can be left at any
time in the porch in front of the rectory at 18 Cherry Avenue. Tax Donation Receipts will also be available.
Thank you for your generosity and support.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Loss forever changes the world that we have known, but
every ending demands a new beginning. For many of us
experiencing bereavement, that journey seems daunting:
How do we get to that place? The healing process of
mourning takes time, energy and patience. The Bereavement Support Group can help through this difficult process.
If you would like to learn more about our Bereavement
Group, call Sister Muriel at 914-834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org and or google Rosemary Parandelis
Bereavement for a four minute video.
The next 8 sessions of the Bereavement Group will
begin Monday, September 10th at 1:00 pm In the rectory. Please call or email Sister Muriel for details.

The items requested for September
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially from the
children during
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

