CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Whoever is not against us is for us. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.”
Mark 9

Pastor’s Corner
What is it about human nature that cannot stand “outsiders” - even
relative outsiders on the inside—getting in on “insider” stuff? Eldad and
Medad were even on the list of the seventy elders chosen by Moses. But
they were absent when the elders gathered for the Lord’s distribution of
the prophetic spirit. When it was discovered that they had nonetheless
received the prophetic spirit in absentia, Joshua flew into a jealous rage.
“Moses, my lord, stop them!” If Joshua is moved by an exclusive spirit,
Moses is impelled by an inclusive one: “Would that all of the people of
the Lord were prophets! Would that the Lord might bestow his spirit on
them all!”
It is obvious why this reading is paired with the episode of the
“strange exorcist” in Mark. John, one of the three in an inner circle within
the Twelve (an insider among insiders) is disturbed when they discover
someone driving out demons in Jesus’ name even though he does not
“follow” the Twelve. It is Joshua and Moses all over again. Like Moses,
Jesus responds with an inclusive impulse, “Do not prevent him… Whoever is not against us is for us.”
The possible parallels to these episodes are numerous. The question
of attitudes toward Christians of other denominations comes to mind.
For here are relative “outsiders,” that is, people who do not belong to
our group, who are indeed often doing some powerful things in Jesus’
challenge in this regard is obvious enough.
But the Gospel reading does not stop there. Jesus’ teaching (or Mark’s
ordering of it) turns from the complaint to the complainer, the petulant
Joshua or John within us all, as if to say, “If you want to practice some
decisive exclusion, attend to yourself. Instead of cutting people out of the
action, maybe you have some personal cutting to attend to.” Jesus communicates this idea in some famously stark images: “If your hand causes
you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than
with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.” We do
not like the picture, but who could argue with the general principle? We
act on it all this time in the world of health care. Better to amputate the
gangrenous member than to mortally infect the whole body. Better to
cut through the abdominal wall and repair the hernia than to risk infection from a strangulated intestine.
But how does this principle apply to the life of discipleship? Is Jesus
really advocating cutting off hand or foot or plucking out the eye? Nothing in his healing ministry suggests this. But there is a workable principle
here: be decisive, even radical, in your choices, when it comes to your
journey toward the reign of God. For example, in the context of the
Christian covenant, commitment to a spouse means you need to cut off
any other sexual relationship. If alcohol is addictive for you, drop it entirely. If the television threatens to vitiate normal family communication,
put it out of the living room. If the job compromises your conscience, and
the boss will not hear of any changes of policy, maybe you need to quit.
If today’s Gospel reading seems to join very diverse and disconnected
sayings, they may come together like this: we are challenged to be inclusive with regard to people we perceive as encroaching “outsiders” (be
brother to the other; sister to the visitor). At the same time, we are encouraged to take some of our instinct for decisive exclusion and address
it to aspects of our lives that may need that kid of radical surgery if our
life with God is to be preserved and enhanced.
Dennis Hamm, SJ Let the Scriptures Speak, St. Louis University Sunday
Web Site

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of October 1st—October 7th
Monday, October 1st
7:45 am
9:00 am Agnes Rush
Tuesday, October 2nd
7:45 am
9:00 am Josephine Barry
Wednesday, October 3rd
7:45 am
9:00 am Mary Louise Verni
Thursday, October 4th
7:45 am
9:00 am Erik Knapp
Friday, October 5th
7:45 am
9:00 am Veronica Sommers
Saturday, October 6th
9:00 am Ann Kershig (Living)
5:00 pm Mary Prunty
Sunday, October 7th
9:00 am Nellie & Paul Benjamin & Jeremy Leaf
10:30 am Annita Fiorito
12:00 pm Margaret Quintana
5:00 pm Pauline Chiapparelli

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes,
Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan,
Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Loren Finnell, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli, Marty Gary, Robert Glickman, Alessandria
Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol
Hrabsky, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Zachary
Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou
Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray,
Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris
Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor, Adriana Patino, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette
Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James
Walsh, Martin Waters, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and
Billy Zarcone. We also pray for all those intentions in
our Book of Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection this week—$4,740.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $9,240.00
Attendance Last weekend was 716
Thank you for your support and generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION
September 30, 2018
St. Joseph’s Seminary
As St. Joseph’s Seminary enters its 122nd year, we are
modernizing the campus with some long needed repairs.
We have replaced the roof and the bell tower, updated
the fire and sprinkler systems, added much needed air
conditioning to the meeting spaces, and renovated the
beautiful chapel. These long overdue physical improvements will enhance our nationally renowned seminary,
and hopefully inspire more young men to join us.
Please prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift to supporting this year’s Annual Seminary Appeal. Through His
divine love and mercy, God has given us the gift of the
young men called to Holy Orders so that we may truly
“go forth and make disciples of all nations.”
With prayerful best wishes, I am, Faithfully in Christ,
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Religious Education Classes begin:
Wednesday, October 3 for Grade 1
Sunday, October 14 for Confirmation candidates
from 3:00—5:00 pm
Those families registering in September will be put on
a waiting list with parents expected to be catechists for
possible entrance to the program.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS
All couples who are celebrating their 50th, 40th or
25th wedding anniversary—your priests and parish
would like to honor and congratulate you at our Annual
Anniversary Mass, followed by dinner in the rectory
dining room, Saturday, November 3rd. Please
call the rectory at 914-834-1220 to RSVP by Friday, October 12th if you would like to attend.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
2nd Time—Angela Lialiou & Daniel Wlazlowski
3rd Time—Mary Johnston & Bobby Niebler
3rd Time—Elizabeth Smith & Casey Ackerblom

AUXILIARY NEWS
The invitation letters were sent and we hope
you will complete it and mail and volunteer to
help at the Holly Party on Friday, December 7th. We especially need volunteers to solicite gifts from the local merchants; your hairdresser, gift store, deli, etc.
Also if you have any new gifts or “almost” new gifts
from any fundraiser, birthday, etc. to donate for the event,
please call Anne-Mieke Smeets or Ann Meehan or bring
the items to the rectory with your name, address and
phone number included with the gifts.
The invitations for the Holly Party will be mailed in the
middle of October. For more information call Anne-Mieke
at 914-834-0194 or Ann at 914-834-1230.

RENEW REBUILD IMPACT REPORT
Construction is ongoing to add a handicap accessible
bathroom to the vestibule of the church. Construction is
expected to be completed some time in October. Please
pardon our appearance as the project is under way.
We thank you for your generosity and support in
making these additions to our church possible through your
donations to the 125th Anniversary Campaign.

CYO BASKETBALL 2018-19
REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2018-19 basketball season
will be completed electronically this year. Please look for
the CYO link on the staugustineny.org home page beginning August 25, 2018. Or visit the registration website
directly at https://staugustinecyo.leagueapps.com/ after
August 25th. For questions regarding our CYO program or
any other questions, please contact Mark McNally at staugustinelarchmontcyo@gmail.com.

SMALL GROUP STUDIES
This fall, join a small group to study one of the
Gospels together—or the Book of Job or the Book of Revelation—or a shorter, 3— week study entitled Hope or Mercy. A group reading of Rejoice and Be Glad (Gaudete et
Exsulatate), Pope Francis’ Letter of Exhortation to all of us,
is also ready to start. Contact Ldoyle@staugustineny.org to
let us know your availability. We build the sessions around
your schedule. Weekly meetings are 1.5 hours; daily prep
is 20 minutes. This small investment of your time gives
benefits that last eternally!

YOU ARE WELCOME
It makes a difference to have someone meet
you at the door, whether it’s a home or the
parish church! Greeters are needed for Masses on Saturday evenings and all Sunday Masses. Please consider
helping out by coming 15 minutes early to the Mass you
attend. Email Carla at, Carla.hendo@gmail.com to sign up.

A COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES
On Monday, October 1st from 7:00—9:00 pm, John
Roberto, national consultant on parish development,
will be presenting to our parish in Kenny Hall. Please
join in and be a part of a planning and working toward
the continuing growth of our parish as a community of
disciples of Jesus Christ!

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On October 7th, the Sunday nearest to the
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, we welcome all
pets—-dogs, cats, turtles, birds etc.—-for a special blessing at 1:30 pm on the playground in the back
of the church. Owners are also welcome! Let’s all
spread St. Francis’ love for all creatures. “All creatures
great and small...the Lord God loves them all!”

CLOTHING AND KITCHEN
ITEM DRIVE
The next St. Augustine Clothing Drive for
the Little Sisters of the Assumption in Harlem, NY is
scheduled for Sunday, October 28th, 9:00 am—1:00 pm
in the cafeteria. Most needed items include: Men’s,
Women’s and Children’s clothing as well as bedding, linens, towels, accessories, shoes and kitchen items and
Thanksgiving/Christmas items. (Please no VCR tapes or
books, computers, printers or ripped or stained clothing.) If you would like to help sort and load, kindly let us
know. For questions and or to volunteer, contact Hillary
Collins at cucciah@gmail.com.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Our annual Welcome Sunday breakfast was enjoyed
by all, both the pancake flippers and the eaters. The 150+
parishioners who came over after the two morning Masses also enjoyed coffee & juice, conversation and camaraderie. A special shout-out to the new members of St. Augustine who joined in! We hope this is the first of many
joyful celebrations at your new parish. Many thanks also
to the indefatigable volunteers (from ages 11 to 81!)
who helped to roll out the red carpet (spotted with maple syrup) and make everyone feel so welcome.

EMPLOYMENT NETWORKING
SUPPORT GROUP
A free 6 week program, Employment Networking
Support Group, is being offered by The RDC Center for
Counseling & Human Development. This workshop will
offer information about Resume Writing, Interviewing,
Using Linkedin and Self-Assessment. Target audience: all
who are underemployed, or unemployed. 6:30-8:00 pm
on Tuesday evenings: Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30. The
White Plains Education & Technology Ctr, 303 Quarropas
St., White Plains,. For more info & to register: Pat Sheridan, 798-1103, psheridan@divinecompassion.org.

17TH ANNUAL
WALK FOR HOUSING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH
Your walk can build a world of hope. Get a sponsor. Get
lots of sponsors and Join Us on Sunday, November 4th, for
a fun filled walk while helping to raise money for Fuller
Center for Housing, (formerly Habitat for Humanity
Westchester.) Fuller is a non-profit organization that builds
affordable housing for low-income working families and
veterans with special needs. The walk is less than two
miles so everyone can participate. Start raising pledges
today! The walk begins at 1:00 pm at Constitution Park,
(across from St. Augustine Church) and continues to Manor Park and back. Refreshments will be served in the cafeteria following the walk. Pledge forms are available in the
church vestibule and on the porch in front of the rectory.
For more information abetkowski@staugustineny.org
or call Anne Avenius 914-527-6762.

LARCHMONT-MAMARONECK
INTERFAITH COUNCIL
The Interfaith Council will meet Thursday, October 4th at 9:30 am at Larchmont Avenue Church, 60
Forest Park Avenue, Larchmont, NY in the Russell Room.
Crystall Collins-Assistant to the County Executive (George
Latimer) for Community Public Relations will speak on
“Rebuilding Partnerships, Communities, and Faith Based
Collaborative.”
All are welcome to this free event. Bring a friend. Refreshments will be served.
For further information call Jan Rising—914-632-7735.

The items requested for September
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to
the church during the day and especially from the
children during
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STAUGUSTINELARCHMONT

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update our
records, please call the rectory—914-834-1220 or register
by visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register ,email abetkowski@staugustineny.org Welcome!

