CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
NOVEMBER 04, 2018
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Hear O Israel! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Deuteronomy 6:6 / Mark 12:30

Pastor’s Corner
AWAKENING US TO THE ESSENTIALS
Since early October, the second reading has been from the letter to
the Hebrews.
Hebrews is addressed to stagnated Christians who have grown bored
with the routine of their faith. I wonder if this doesn’t describe a lot of
us churchgoers and the routine we can get into. Faith can become
merely a matter of fulfilling customs, but lacking the fire that gives vitality and direction to daily life. We can expect the church to be there for
us when we need it for key transitional moments like births, deaths and
marriages, but otherwise life is little affected by what we profess each
week at this Eucharist.
When Christians first gathered, they celebrated a faith in the risen
Jesus that gave an entirely new direction to their lives. Their worship
gave them a chance to celebrate their new life; to share the Word that
illuminated their faith, to break a bread that would strengthen the days
ahead and keep the memory of Jesus alive for them. Each time we assemble, as we do today, we share the same life the first Christians knew
in their gatherings, we celebrate common rites of passage, everyday
joys and struggles, our responsibility for each other and our common
holy days. If this is not what we feel when we gather, then the letter to
the Hebrews is addressed to us, as it was to those for whom worship
had become a routine.
Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is at he center of our lives. While we
may be stagnated in our faith, his sacrifice on the cross is a constant
source of new life for us — a way of invigorating us again and again.
What had to be done for us, we are told, was done by Jesus. We don’t
need to go elsewhere to find a guru or new method or religious tradition to quicken our spirits and satisfy our days. The author of Hebrews
wants us to look again at who we are, what our needs are and how
Christ, who shared our human state, can now raise us up to a renewal
of our faith. He is our “high priest” whose sacrifice has and always will
bring us life.
The message about Christ's priesthood is introduced early (2:17) and
dominates the section from which today's reading is taken (4:14—
10:31). According to Hebrews, Jesus has two priestly qualifications: he
has been faithful in serving God and has “been tested as we are” (4:15)
and, therefore, he can sympathize with our struggle. So, rather than
present an other-worldly Christ for our worship and admiration, Hebrews affirms early that Jesus was very much of this world. He knows
from his own experience what we are up against in life. In his humanity,
Jesus showed us what is possible for us, he opened our eyes to the dignity and fullness we humans can have. His life, death and resurrection
enable for us a new way of living we could not achieve on our own, but
is now offered to us through faith in Christ. In Hebrews, Jesus is shown
in solidarity with humans, he was “tested” through what he suffered,
“beset by weakness” (5:2). Sometimes we need to be reminded that
Christ is not above us, but readily shared our lot. At these times we turn
to him, as we do today, as a sign of what is possible for us. We are reminded that, despite present difficulties and frustrations, through him
we are “saved” we are able to endure our present trials and one day we
will together enter “God’s rest.”
Jude Siciliano, OP, Preaching Resources, November 5, 2006

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of November 5th — November 11th
Monday, November 5th
7:45 am
9:00 am Elizabeth Crosby
Tuesday, November 6th
7:45 am
9:00 am Jane Schroeter
Wednesday, November 7th
7:45 am
9:00 am Irene Zarcone
Thursday, November 8th
7:45 am Elizabeth Griffith
9:00 am John M. Walsh
Friday, November 9th
7:45 am
9:00 am Robert Donovan
Saturday, November 10th
9:00 am Cay Winkel
5:00 pm Jean Paonessa
Sunday, November 11th
9:00 am Veterans Past and Present
10:30 am James O’Connell
12:00 pm Joan Egan Mendelson
(25th Anniversary Mass Deacon Bob Gontchurak)
5:00 pm Donald O’Connor

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes,
Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan,
Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli,
Marty Gary, Jana Geyer, Robert Glickman, Alessandria
Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol
Hrabsky, Maureen Kohler, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave
Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti,
Mary Lou Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum
Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Adriana Patino, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette
Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James
Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone. We
also pray for all those intentions in our Book of Prayer
in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection this week—$5,831.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $10,231.00
Attendance Last weekend was 755
Thank you for your support and generosity.

MSGR. ROBERT LARKIN
Effective October 22nd, Msgr. Robert Larkin has been
on a medical leave. He is scheduled to receive a thorough medical examination and review. May we remember him in our prayers and look forward to his return.
Msgr. Thomas R. Kelly

NOVEMBER
A MONTH TO REMEMBER
During the month of November we are called in a special way “to remember our brothers and sisters who
have gone to their rest.” A book of the names of our
dead will be kept in our church near the pulpit from All
Saints until Thanksgiving. Our parishioners are invited
to write the names of their deceased in this book.

COLLECTION OF BABY GIFTS
November 4th through November 11th, a collection of baby gifts for the newborn infants at Rosalie
Hall Home, a shelter for unwed mothers in the Bronx,
will take place. If you wish to support this project, please
bring your unwrapped layette-size gift to the Rectory or
leave in the basket next to the Statue of St. Theresa of
the Child Jesus November 4th through November 11th.

17TH ANNUAL
WALK FOR HOUSING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH
Your walk can build a world of hope. Join Us on Sunday, November 4th, for a fun filled walk while helping
to raise money for Fuller Center for Housing, (formerly
Habitat for Humanity Westchester.) Fuller is a non-profit
organization that builds affordable housing for lowincome working families and veterans with special needs.
The walk is less than two miles so everyone can participate. The walk begins at 1:00 pm at Constitution Park,
(across from St. Augustine Church) and continues to
Manor Park and back. Refreshments will be served in the
cafeteria following the walk. Pledge forms and donation
will be accepted at sign up at the beginning of the walk.
For more information abetkowski@staugustineny.org
or call Anne Avenius 914-527-6762.
Together we CAN make a difference

MIDNIGHT RUN NEEDS
YOUR HELP
The next Midnight Run for our parish will be
on Friday, November 9th. We are looking for contributions of gently used men’s clothing, especially jeans, hoodies, and jackets, men’s sneakers and backpacks and travel
size toiletries. Your donations are greatly appreciated and
can be placed in the Midnight Run box at the entrance of
the church or in the porch in front of the rectory at 18
Cherry Avenue. For more information contact Mary Irwin
at 914-539-2808 or email maryirwin391@gmail.com

We also need volunteers to provide lunches which
we will give to the homeless. To volunteer to make
lunches, contact Victoria Rizzo-Nikou
at
dr.vickinikou@gmail.com.

VETERANS DAY MASS
St. Augustine Church will be dedicating the
9:00 am Mass on Sunday November 11th to
Veterans as well as those currently serving in the military. If you have a loved one, friend, and or family member who you would like included and mentioned during
this Mass, please call the rectory, 914-834-1220 or email
abetkowski@staugustineny.org. The parish appreciates
their service.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
DEACON BOB
Deacon Bob Gontcharuk will be celebrating the
25th anniversary of his Ordination to the Diaconate on
November 20, 2018. His anniversary will be celebrated at
the 12:00 noon Mass on Sunday, November 11th. Please
join us to congratulate Deacon Bob on his service.

ST. AUGUSTINE ANNUAL
BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, November 18th, 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Mark your calendars for our annual Blood Drive in
memory of Joe Vandernoot. Volunteers are needed . . .
Not only to give blood (it only takes an hour) but also to
help on the day of the drive and/or bring baked goods for
donors.
Please
contact
Steve
Piccone
at steve@piccone.com or call 834-1165.
Thank you in advance for providing the gift of life.

The items requested for November
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially
from the children during
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass.

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS
ReDirect Christmas is an over 40 year tradition at St Augustine where one or two charitable
projects are chosen each year. During the holiday season, people can donate to these organizations in a person’s name to give as a Christmas gift instead of a traditional store bought gift.
ReDirect Christmas Nomination Forms are available
in the entrance to the church and in the porch in front
of the rectory. Please complete the form including a
short narrative describing why your charitable organization/project should be selected for the ReDirect Christmas program. Nominations can be dropped off at the
rectory, placed in the collection basket or left at the entrance of the church.

Deadline for Nominations - Sun, Nov. 4th.
THANKSGIVING
INTERFAITH SERVICE
The Larchmont/Mamaroneck Interfaith Council will
have a special Thanksgiving Service at Larchmont Temple, 75 Larchmont Avenue, Larchmont, on Sunday, November 18th at 7:00 pm. Members of several houses of
worship will be participating. All are welcome and encouraged to come to this yearly community event.
Refreshments will be served following the service.
Please bring donations of non-perishable food items
for collection for the local Food Pantry.

GETTING THROUGH THE
HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU HAVE
LOST A LOVED ONE
A special session will be held Sunday, November
18th at 10:00 am in the rectory. The discussion will include prayer and a few ideas that may help you find new
meaning in the holidays. You will receive materials for
your personnel reflection and to share with family members. All are invited. Please contact Sr. Muriel at 914-834
-1220 or srmuriel@staugustineny.org if you would like to
attend or have any questions.

CLOTHING DRIVE
MANY THANKS
Thank you to all the parishioners who helped make
the clothing drive for the Little Sisters of the Assumption
on October 28th a huge success. From the high quality
and generous quantity of the donations to the enthusiasm and efficiency of the clothing drive sorting team, St
Augustine was rated A+! We filled the trucke with clothing and household items which were taken to the Little
Sisters Thrift Shop in East Harlem and collected items for
Midnight Run as well as for some local families in need.
Watch for additional clothing and household drives in
the spring.

A MASS FOR HEALING
A Mass for Healing will be celebrated at Holy Rosary Church, Hawthorne, NY on Monday November 12 at
7:30 pm. Fr Giuseppe Siniscalchi, CFR will be celebrant.
This is an opportunity to bring your spiritual and physical
needs to the Lord. For details call 769-0030.

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS
The St. Augustine Holly Party will be held on
Friday, December 7th. Please volunteer to help the day of
the Holly Party, and we hope you will be able to solicit gifts
from local merchants; your hairdresser, gift store, deli, etc.
If you have any new gifts or “almost” new gifts from any
fund raiser, birthday, etc., please call Anne-Mieke or Ann
or bring the items to the rectory with your name, address
and phone number included with the gifts. We need your
help, please volunteer.
Please start organizing your tables and send in your reservations. For more information call Anne-Mieke Smeets
at 914-834-0194 or Ann Meehan at 914-834-1230.

CARE FOR CREATION
According to recent research by the World Wildlife Fund, animal populations have declined precipitously since 1973. One way to stave off a future decline is
to stop overusing the land for certain crops like corn, palm
oil as well as grains for cattle feed. And one way we can
each help that to happen is if we all eat less meat—- especially beef, which in the U.S. takes 2,500 gallons of water,
7 pounds of grain, 35 pounds of topsoil and the energy
equivalent of one gallon of gasoline to produce one pound
on a feedlot. You can expand our Catholic habit of abstinence from meat on Fridays during Lent to last the entire
year and pray for the future of our children and for the
earth every day. (Perhaps add another day a week when
we do not eat any meat; many people are choosing to observe Meatless Mondays.)

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

