CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
OCTOBER 28, 2018
THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.” St. Augusitne

Pastor’s Corner
I WANT TO SEE!
Born whole and healthy in June of 1880, Helen Keller soon
contracted a grave illness and, at the age of 19 months, became blind, deaf and eventually mute. Later in life, as she reflected on what should have been her early formative years,
Keller compared herself to a ship afloat in a dense fog, with no
sextant, no oars, no anchor. A prisoner within her own body,
she became alternately enraged and despondent at her plight.
She yearned and waited for release; none came to her for
more than five years.
On the day Keller called the most important in all her life,
March 3, 1887, her teacher, Anne Mansfield Sullivan, arrived.
Keller described her experience in these words: “I felt approaching footsteps. I stretched out my hand as I supposed it
to be my mother. But someone took it, and I was caught up
and held close in the arms of someone who had come to reveal all things to me...and more than all else, to love me.”
If the blind Bartimaeus who is featured in today’s gospel
had done us the favor of sharing his thoughts at being healed
by Jesus, they would probably have resembled those of Helen
Keller. Like the young blind child whose meeting with Annie
Sullivan became the turning point in her life, so also did Bartimaeus’s encounter with Jesus mark a new direction for him.
Helen Keller not only learned to read and write; she graduated
cum laude from Radcliffe College. Bartimaeus, cured of his
physical blindness, also began to see with the deeper insight
of faith. He recognized his cure as a sign that the messianic era
(as foretold by Jeremiah in the first reading) had dawned in
Jesus; he became a disciple and followed Jesus “up the road”
that would lead Jesus to Jerusalem and to his death.
As we ponder his experience, each member of the praying
assembly is invited to call out to Jesus with the blind Bartimaeus, “Son of David, have pity on me.” We are also assured that
Jesus hears our cries and responds to each of us as he did to
Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” What a
pivotal question! At once an invitation and a promise, Jesus
invites us to believe, while promising that sincere faith never
goes unanswered. As in the life of Bartimaeus, Jesus’ question
can prove to be a turning point for those who allow him to
answer their needs with healing. Have we the courage to follow Bartimaeus’ lead and cry out, “I want to see!” Have we the
courage to acknowledge and admit to the many and varied
blindnesses that prevent our seeing and faithful following of
Jesus?
Patricia Datchuck Sanchez Celebration October 29, 2000.

MASS INTENTIONS

Week of October 29th — November 4th
Monday, October 29th
7:45 am
9:00 am Rev. Daniel Johnson
Tuesday, October 30th
7:45 am
9:00 am James Wilson
Wednesday, October 31st
7:45 am
9:00 am Robert Donovan
Thursday, November 1st—All Saints Day
7:45 am David O’Sullivan
9:00 am Jo Barry
12:00 pm Deacon Peter Venezia
7:30 pm Dr. Louis Roca
Friday, November 2nd
7:45 am
9:00 am Martin Waters
7:30 pm All Souls buried from St. Augustine
Saturday, November 3rd
9:00 am Marie Loughlin
5:00 pm Loren Finnell
Sunday, November 4th
9:00 am Ida Masson
10:30 am John Nesdale
12:00 pm Joan Egan Mendelson
5:00 pm Timothy Donoghue

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes,
Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan,
Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli,
Marty Gary, Jana Geyer, Robert Glickman, Alessandria
Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol
Hrabsky, Maureen Kohler, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave
Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Rose Leghorn, Lori Lamberti,
Mary Lou Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum
Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Adriana Patino, Annmarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette
Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James
Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone. We
also pray for all those intentions in our Book of Prayer
in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection this week—$5,913.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $10,413.00
Total Collection Mission Sunday—$1,772.00
Attendance Last weekend was 788
Thank you for your support and generosity.

MISSION SUNDAY
Thank you for your generous response to the collection for the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith last weekend on World Mission Sunday. You may
stay connected year round to the Pope’s missions, continuing the commitment of World Mission Sunday, by
visiting MISSIO.org.

MSGR. ROBERT LARTKIN
Effective this past Monday, October 22nd, Msgr. Robert Larkin has been on a medical leave. He is scheduled
to receive a thorough medical examination and review.
May we remember him in our prayers and look forward
to his return.. Msgr. Thomas R. Kelly

CLOTHING AND KITCHEN
ITEM DRIVE
The next St. Augustine Clothing Drive for the Little
Sisters of the Assumption in Harlem, NY is Sunday, October 28th, 9:00 am—1:00 pm in the cafeteria. Most
needed items include: Men’s, Women’s and Children’s
clothing as well as bedding, linens, towels, accessories,
shoes and kitchen items and Thanksgiving/Christmas
items. (Please no VCR tapes or books, computers, printers or ripped or stained clothing.)

COLLECTION OF BABY GIFTS
During the period of November 4th
through November 11th, a collection of baby
gifts for the newborn infants at Rosalie Hall
Home, a shelter for unwed mothers in the Bronx, will
take place. Sister Diane Prusinski, SM, former Director of
Rosalie Hall, has been deeply appreciative of the help our
parish has given to the shelter over the years. Our gifts
enabled her to recognize the young women residing at
Rosalie Hall at Christmas and on other special occasions
throughout the year. If you wish to support this project,
please bring your unwrapped layette-size gift to the Rectory or leave in the basket next to the Statue of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus November 4th through November
11th. Thank you.

ALL SAINTS DAY
Holy Day of Obligation
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1ST
MASS SCHEDULE
7:45 & 9:00 am, 12:00 Noon & 7:30 pm
17TH ANNUAL
WALK FOR HOUSING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH
Your walk can build a world of hope. Get a sponsor. Get
lots of sponsors and Join Us on Sunday, November 4th, for
a fun filled walk while helping to raise money for Fuller
Center for Housing, (formerly Habitat for Humanity
Westchester.) Fuller is a non-profit organization that builds
affordable housing for low-income working families and
veterans with special needs. The walk is less than two
miles so everyone can participate. Start raising pledges
today! The walk begins at 1:00 pm at Constitution Park,
(across from St. Augustine Church) and continues to Manor Park and back. Refreshments will be served in the cafeteria following the walk. Pledge forms are available in the
church vestibule and on the porch in front of the rectory.
For more information abetkowski@staugustineny.org
or call Anne Avenius 914-527-6762.

MASS FOR DECEASED
PARISHIONERS
On Friday, November 2nd, at 7:30 pm Mass, our
parish will gather to remember all deceased parishioners of our parish. All who were buried from our church
since the last All Souls Day will be named and a candle will
be lit for each of them in their memory. If you would like
to participate in this Mass, please contact Sr. Muriel at 914
-834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org by Tuesday, October 30th.

MIDNIGHT RUN NEEDS
YOUR HELP
The next Midnight Run for our parish will be
on Friday, November 9th. We are looking for contributions of gently used men’s clothing, especially jeans, hoodies, and jackets, men’s sneakers and backpacks and travel
size toiletries. Your donations are greatly appreciated and
can be placed in the Midnight Run box at the entrance of
the church or in the porch in front of the rectory at 18
Cherry Avenue. For more information contact Mary Irwin
at 914-539-2808 or email maryirwin391@gmail.com

We also need volunteers to provide lunches which
we will give to the homeless. To volunteer to make
lunches, contact Victoria Rizzo-Nikou
at
dr.vickinikou@gmail.com.

VETERANS DAY MASS
St. Augustine Church will be dedicating
the 9:00 am Mass on Sunday November 11th
to Veterans as well as those currently serving in the military. If you have a loved one, friend, and or family
member who you would like included and mentioned
during this Mass, please call the rectory, 914-834-1220
or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org. The parish appreciates their service.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
DEACON BOB
Deacon Bob Gontcharuk will be celebrating
the 25th anniversary of his Ordination to the Diaconate
on November 20, 2018. His anniversary will be celebrated at the 12:00 noon Mass on Sunday, November 11th.
Please join us to congratulate Deacon Bob on his service
and vocation.

ST. AUGUSTINE ANNUAL
BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, November 18th, 9:30 am—1:30 pm
Mark your calendars for our annual Blood Drive in
memory of Joe Vandernoot. Volunteers are needed . . .
Not only to give blood (it only takes an hour) but also to
help on the day of the drive and/or bring baked goods
for
donors.
Please
contact
Steve
Piccone
at steve@piccone.com or call 834-1165.
Thank you in advance for providing the gift of life.

THANK YOU
Thanks to the Parish’s generous support of
the Renew and Rebuild Campaign, St. Augustine Church
now has a handicap accessible restroom in the vestibule.
There are a few finishing touches to come, including the
window and varnish for the door and the baby changing
table which will be completed in the next few weeks.

PLASTIC TO PLASTIC
A message from our Creation Care Team: the
average American will throw away 300 toothbrushes in their lifetime: multiply by our current population and
the total is a boggling 90 billion brushes. So do your part—
use a toothbrush that is made from recycled plastic yogurt
cups. Collect your family’s used brushes and then send
them back to the company. (PRESERVE toothbrushes are
available at Trader Joes.)
Live more simply so that others may simply live!

The items requested for October
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the baskets
at the front & side entrances to the church.
Thank you for your continued generosity

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS
The St. Augustine Holly Party will be held on
Friday, December 7th. Please volunteer to help
the day of the Holly Party, and we hope you will be able to
solicit gifts from local merchants; your hairdresser, gift
store, deli, etc.
If you have any new gifts or “almost” new gifts from any
fund raiser, birthday, etc., please call Anne-Mieke or Ann
or bring the items to the rectory with your name, address
and phone number included with the gifts. We need your
help, please volunteer.
For more information call Anne-Mieke Smeets at 914834-0194 or Ann Meehan at 914-834-1230.

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS
ReDirect Christmas is an over 40 year tradition
at St Augustine where one or two charitable projects are chosen each year. During the holiday season,
people can donate to these organizations in a person’s
name to give as a Christmas gift instead of a traditional
store bought gift.
ReDirect Christmas Nomination Forms are available in
the entrance to the church and in the porch in front of
the rectory. Please complete the form including a short
narrative describing why your charitable organization/
project should be selected for the ReDirect Christmas program. Nominations can be dropped off at the rectory,
placed in the collection basket or left at the entrance of
the church. Deadline for Nominations - Sunday, Nov. 4th.

A MASS FOR HEALING
A Mass for Healing will be celebrated at Holy Rosary Church, Hawthorne, NY on Monday November 12 at
7:30 pm. Fr Giuseppe Siniscalchi, CFR will be celebrant.
This is an opportunity to bring your spiritual and physical
needs to the Lord. For details call 769-0030.

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in
the parish. If you are not registered, or need to update
our records, please complete this form and place it in the
collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register by
visiting the Parish website at www.staugustineny.org/
register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

