CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
JANUARY 13, 2019
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“Seek not to understand that you may believe, but believe that you may understand.”
St. Augustine

Pastor’s Note
NO SCRIPT BUT THE SCRIPTURES
When John the Baptist came on the scene, he appeared like a
combination of the Beatles and Bernie Sanders with a dash of Joan of
Arc in the mix. Like the Beatles, John attracted crowds who loved to
hear him, enjoyed his unconventional appearance, and relished riding
the wave of enthusiasm created by the masses who flocked to his
performances. Like Bernie, a former U.S. presidential candidate, John
generated hope, new visions and passionate loyalty from both the incrowd and people on the sidelines. Like Joan, he denounced wrongdoing and exposed the cowardice of the authorities of his day—and
they both lost their lives for it. But with all of that, John claimed to be
nothing more than the warm-up act to the mysterious one who was
to come.
From the very start, Jesus came across as amazingly different from
John. He was nowhere near as much of a scene-stopper and rarely
preached fire and brimstone. In fact, according to the Gospel of John,
when the Baptist pointed Jesus out to his disciples, instead of calling
him a superhero or lion, he said, “Behold the lamb of God.”
With John as the first act, people must have been expecting a spectacular follow-up. But our readings present Jesus in a very humble
light. Luke can hardly bear to admit that Jesus joined the crowds who
immersed themselves in John’s message and were baptized by him.
Early Christians found an image of Jesus in Isaiah's description of
God’s servant who “had no majestic bearing to catch our eye, no
beauty to draw us to him.” As Gaudium et Spes puts it, “He worked
with human hands, he thought with a human mind. He acted with a
human will, and with a human heart he loved” (#22). Like us, he had
to seek the will of God in his life and decide how to live out his vocation. He had no script but the Scriptures, no guide but God’s love.
The evangelists tell us that he took time to pray and would go off
by himself for longer periods of communing with God before key
events in his life. Although Jesus went to John for baptism, his commitment and course of action flowed from his prayerful encounters
with the Father. Jesus was the model of Ignatius of Loyola’s ideal of a
contemplative in action. He prayed about how he should act and acted on what he heard in prayer.
What can we take away for today’s celebration of the Baptism of
the Lord? First, we can celebrate the reality that our baptism links us
to Christ and to all who have gone before us in faith. At a time when
legal papers have become so important for determining status, we
can claim our baptismal certificate as our principal identity card. It
tells us to whom we belong and to what we are called.
Jesus’ response to his baptism reminds us that the ceremony is but
one tiny moment, the meaning of which is determined by how we live
it out. Observing him, we realize that baptism does not give us a status but a mission. To discern that mission, we too must pray and listen to the Scriptures.
God will continue to send vibrant characters like John to remind us
of the Spirit’s fire. After those prophets wake us up, we will be called
to prayer as was Jesus. Then, like Jesus, the first message we will hear
is that we too are God’s beloved. That love will then send us into the
mission that only we can accomplish in our own day.
Sister Mary M. McGlone Celebration Publications, January 2019.

† MASS INTENTIONS
Week of January 14th – January 20th
Monday, January 14th
9:00 am Angelo & Lucy Caricato
Tuesday, January 15th
9:00 am William Greenlee

Wednesday, January 16th
9:00 pm Gerald Page
Thursday, January 17th
9:00 pm Loren Finnell
Friday, January 18th
9:00 am Barbara Smeets
Saturday January 19th
9:00 am David O’Sullivan
5:00 pm Bernadette Mauro
Sunday, January 20th
9:00 am Dolly & Ed Paoli
10:30 am Loren Finnell
12:00 pm Mildred & Joseph O’Connor
5:00 pm Bonelli Concettina

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes,
Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan,
Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli,
Marty Gary, Jana Geyer, Robert Glickman, Alessandria
Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol
Hrabsky, Maureen Kohler, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave
Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou
Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray,
Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris
Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Adriana Patino, AnnMarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas
James Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church. May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection Last Week—$7,006.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $11,506.50
Attendance Last weekend was 933
Total Collection for Solemnity of Mary—$1,914.00
Total Communications and Catholic University—$1,634.00
Thank you for your support and generosity.

MASS AT 7:45 am
Until further notice, there will be no 7:45
am Mass celebrated at St. Augustine due to
the unexpected retirement of Msgr. Larkin for medical reasons.

Communications & The Catholic
University of America Collections
Thank you for your generous contributions to last
week’s special second collection for The Catholic University of America and Communications! Your investment
enables Catholic University to advance its work of preparing the next generation of leadership, both religious
and lay, of our Church and nation.

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE INTO
THE ORDER OF CATECHUMENS
On Sunday, January 20th at the 12:00 Mass, our Inquirers, Dongbo Lin and Yi-Ru Ding will gather publically
for the first time in order to declare their intention to
become members of the Catholic Church. The Rite of
Acceptance marks their first consecration by the Church

RITE OF WELCOMING
CANDIDATES
Our Baptized Candidates, Michelle Schmid, & Katlin
Cuccia are preparing to receive the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation and Full Communion in the
Catholic Church. Sean Stanislaus is preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation
A reception will be held in the Rectory after the 12:00
Mass on January 20th to welcome the Catechumens and
Candidates. All are invited.

NEW RESTROOM
Thanks to the Parish’s generous support of the Renew and Rebuild Campaign, St. Augustine
Church now has a handicap accessible restroom in the
vestibule. Thank you for your support and generosity

to the Anniversary Campaign.

REDIRECT CHRISTMAS 2018
For over 40 years, ReDirect Christmas has been
one of the special parish traditions at St Augustine
Church. More information about the organizations is available in the vestibule of the church. Please make checks
payable to St Augustine Church and add ReDirect Christmas to the memo section of the check and send to the
rectory.
The organizations chosen this year are:
One Acre Fund &
Fuller Center for Housing
One Acre Fund supplies smallholder farmers with the
financing and training as a means to grow their way out of
hunger and poverty.
Fuller Center for Housing, seeks to provide safe, quality, affordable housing for low-income families and first
responders.

The last day for donations is
Monday, January 14th.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

LONGEST MARRIED
COUPLE SEARCH
The search begins for the Longest Married
Couple in the Archdiocese of New York!
To enter: Couples must be sacramentally married for a
minimum of 65 years and reside in the Archdiocese of New
York.
The longest married couples will receive commemorative certificates signed by His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal
Dolan. The winning couple will be interviewed and featured in an article in Catholic New York. Winners are determined by how long the couple has been married as of
World Marriage Day, February 10, 2019
For further information, contact Joan Brisson at the
Family
Life
Office
at
646-794-3190
or
Joan.brisson@archny.org. Email entries can be sent directly to Joan.brisson@archny.org.

The deadline for entries is 5:00 pm on
Thursday, January 24, 2019.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 2:00—4:00 pm
Come see our Catholic, faith-based, co-educational elementary school: Blended learning, STEAM, fully integrated
religious program and regular devotions and student-led
masses and services. Visit classes, meet teachers and students, view our 11-acre property with advanced technology infrastructure and brand new gym. Sample clubs and
sports. 53 Winterhill Road, Tuckahoe, NY, 914-961-3785,
eranallo@icschoolonline.org, wwwicschoolonline.org.

MONTHLY DIVORCE
SUPPORT GROUP
St Augustine Parish will have a Monthly Divorce Support Group beginning Tuesday, January 15th.
The group will meet the third Tuesday of every month at
7:15 pm in the Back Stage Room of Kenny Hall. All who
are divorced and or separated are invited to come. Topics
will include: Anger, Loneliness, Annulment Process, Family
etc. as well as topics suggested by the group. Please call
914-834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org to
register or for questions.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Loss forever changes the world that we have
known, but every ending demands a new beginning.
For many of us experiencing bereavement, that journey
seems daunting: How do we get to that place? The healing process of mourning takes time, energy and patience.
The Bereavement Support Group can help through this
difficult process.
If you would like to learn more about our Bereavement
Group, call Sister Muriel at 914-834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org and or google Rosemary Parandelis
Bereavement for a four minute video.
The next 8 sessions of the Bereavement Group will
begin Monday, January 28th at 1:00 pm In the rectory.

SHEEN CENTER
At the entrances of the church, you will
find new brochures for the Winter/Spring 2019 season of
The Archdiocese Fulton J. Sheen Center for Thought &
Culture, a new performing arts space, a project of the
Archdiocese of New York. Located in Lower Manhattan,
The Sheen Center offers wonderful events in theater, music, talk and film! For more information, please visit
SheenCenter.org. Use the special discount code ARCH and
get 20% off selected tickets!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
FREE THROW CONTEST
Step Up To The Line And Take Your Best Shot!
At the annual Larchmont/New Rochelle Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest. Monday, January 21,
(Martin Luther King Day), 10:00 am. Sts John and Paul
Gymnasium, Boys and Girls ages 9—14. Ages 9, 10, & 11
10:00 am, Ages 12, 13, & 14, 10:30 am. For more information email Ted.francavilla@gmail.com.
Winners at each age level will move on to the Southern
Westchester District Competition TBA.
Good Luck and have fun!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STAUGUSTINELARCHMONT

SMALL GROUP
SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Join a small group of 8—10 people to study the Gospel
of Luke or another book of the Bible. Quality materials are
provided along with a facilitator in order to help us focus
our minds and hearts on Jesus’ story. Learn together to
live his teachings. Contact us to let us know your availability whether during the week or only on weekends: Pat 834-0663 or email Ldoyle@staugustineny.org.

6th ANNUAL “LOVE A
VETERAN” EVENT
On Sunday, January 27th, from 1:30 to 4:30 pm, The
Fuller Center for Housing of GNYC is having our 6th Annual “Love a Veteran” event. Every February, loved ones
exchange flowers, candy and cards, but for troops serving
overseas who are separated from the ones they love, Valentine’s Day can be hard.
Care packages are being assembled and sent to the
troops. For donation options of items and sponsorship
levels visit www.fullercenterny.org or mail a check to
Fuller Center for Housing of GNYC, 662 Main Street, New
Rochelle, NY 10801. They are also in need of Valentine
cards without glitter.
The items requested for January
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially
brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

