CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
JANUARY 27, 2019
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“The times are bad! The times are troublesome! This is what people say. But we are our times. Let us live well and our
times will be good. Such as we are, such are our times” St. Augustine

Pastor’s Note
INTERPRETING IT SO THAT ALL
COULD UNDERSTAND
How can a message that was intended for people who lived
thousands of years ago have any meaning for us today? Some
of the stories in the Bible certainly make exciting action movies, but are we expected to live like that? To think as they did?
To cherish the same aspirations? Isn’t the newspaper more
relevant to our lives than the Bible? These are valid questions.
The readings for today provide answers to them.
Both the first reading and the Gospel passage depict liturgical settings. In the first, Ezra reads “plainly from the book of
the law of God.” But he does not merely read; he interprets
the message so that all who heard can understand what was
read. And to whom is he reading? “Men, women and those
children old enough to understand.” A similar situation is depicted in the Gospel. Jesus reads from one of the sacred
scrolls and then offers an interpretation. In each case the contemporary meaning of an earlier message is carefully explained. These settings resemble our own liturgical assemblies, or it is there that we hear the word of God and have it
interpreted for us.
The people who heard Ezra wept when they realized the
implications of what he was saying. The burden of their sinfulness and the sinfulness of their ancestors was more than they
could bear. But neither Ezra nor the Levites who assisted him
in the instruction of the people intended that they be overcome by their guilt. They insisted: “Today is holy...do not
weep...rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength!” In other
words, “Learn from your mistakes. But learn too that God is
merciful.”
The Gospel reading depicts Jesus returning to the town
where he grew up. As an adult man, he was invited to read
from the scroll and to comment on the message. This he did,
but probably not as the other worshipers expected. The reading describes a kind of messianic figure, and Jesus identifies
himself as that figure. Those of us who know this Gospel story
are aware of how it ends. But as the reading is offered to us
today, we do not hear how the people of Nazareth responded. And that is good for us, for then we can see ourselves in
that assembly, and we can decide how Jesus’ interpretation
will be heard.
The message of God’s word is meant for us. How do we
hear it? Do we take it to heart? Or do we think its challenge
message is intended for someone else? And for those of us
involved in biblical ministry: How do we break open that word
for others?
Dianne Bergant, C.S.A. America, January 19—26, 2004.

† MASS INTENTIONS
Week of January 28th – February 3rd
Monday, January 28th
9:00 am Mary Jane Sullivan Smith
Tuesday, January 29th
9:00 am John Davenport

Wednesday, January 30th
9:00 pm Patricia Whamond
Thursday, January 31st
9:00 pm Domenico Viazzo
Friday, February 1st
9:00 am Jeffrey Breksa
Saturday February 2nd
9:00 am Andre’ Melief
5:00 pm Tim DiPaola
Sunday, February 3rd
9:00 am Jerry Gagliardi
10:30 am John Nesdale
12:00 pm Loren Finnell
5:00 pm Rosemary Sullivan

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Cindy
Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank
Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo, Teresa Cogan,
Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De Comes,
Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann Dolan,
Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Mary Elizabeth Fraioli,
Marty Gary, Jana Geyer, Robert Glickman, Alessandria
Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth, Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol
Hrabsky, Maureen Kohler, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave
Lakso, Zachary Lawrence, Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou
Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob Morris, Calum Murray,
Elizabeth Murray, Patricia Clifford Newman, Doris
Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris O’Toole, Jack Pastor,
Adriana Patino, AnnMarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas
James Walsh, Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection Last Week—$4,253.00
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $8,753.00
Attendance Last weekend was 664
Thank you for your support and generosity.

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE INTO THE
ORDER OF CATECHUMENS
On Sunday, February 3rd at the 12:00 Mass, our Inquirers, Dongbo Lin and Yi-Ru Ding will gather publically
for the first time in order to declare their intention to
become members of the Catholic Church. The Rite of
Acceptance marks their first consecration by the Church

RITE OF WELCOMING
CANDIDATES
Our Baptized Candidates, Michelle Schmid, &
Katlin Cuccia are preparing to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Confirmation and Full Communion in the
Catholic Church. Sean Stanislaus is preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. (Date was changed due to
weather)

LARCHMONT-MAMARONECK
INTERFAITH COUNCIL
The Interfaith Council will meet Thursday, February
7th at 9:30 am at First Baptist Church, 817 Howard Avenue, Mamaroneck, N.Y. Dr. Jabine Hassan will speak on
“How a Devote American Muslim Faces America Today”
She is an active member of the American Muslim Woman’s Association and an expert on the Koran.
All are welcome to this free event. Bring a friend. Refreshments will be served.
For further information call Jan Rising—914-6327735.

2018 TAX FORMS
If you would like a copy of your 2018 donations to St Augustine Church for tax purposes, please
contact the rectory at 914-834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org and a copy will be mailed to your
home.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity
throughout the year.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STAUGUSTINELARCHMONT

THE CARDINAL’S ANNUAL
STEWARDSHIP APPEAL
Last year, our parish participated in the Renew + Rebuild Campaign which helped our parish raise funds for
necessary capital needs. As you may know, the Cardinal’s
Annual Stewardship Appeal was a part of that campaign
for one year.
Letters for the 2019 Appeal have been sent. Your participation in the 2019 Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal
helps sustain a variety of programs that reach out to more
than 2.8 million Catholics in our archdiocese. The majority
of the funds this year will now go directly back to parishes
to ensure our parishes can keep providing a faith home to
tens of thousands of Catholics.
To learn more and to hear from those directly impacted
by the Cardinal’s Appeal, go to www.cardinalsappeal.org.
The goal for St. Augustine for 2019 is $134,500. Please
prayerfully consider your participation.
Thank you for your generosity and support.

LECTIO DIVINA & CENTERING PRAYER
Please join us for two special times of prayer:
Lection Divina meets on Tuesdays following the 9:00
am Mass in the rectory to discuss the Bible readings.
Centering Prayer meets on Saturdays in St. Augustine Church for silent prayer after the 9:00 am Mass.

ADDICTION SUPPORT
Alcoholics Anonymous hosts open meetings every
Sunday in the Cafeteria in the school at St. Augustine at
7:00 pm. Anyone who is struggling with any type of addiction or knows someone who is, is encouraged to come.
Information to find support groups for other types of addiction is also available at the meetings. All are welcome.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 2:00—4:00 pm
Come see our Catholic, faith-based, co-educational elementary school: Blended learning, STEAM, fully integrated
religious program and regular devotions and student-led
masses and services. Visit classes, meet teachers and students, view our 11-acre property with advanced technology infrastructure and brand new gym. Sample clubs and
sports. 53 Winterhill Road, Tuckahoe, NY, 914-961-3785,
eranallo@icschoolonline.org, wwwicschoolonline.org.

SHARE YOUR TIME & TALENT WITH
THE OVER 40 MINISTRIES AT
ST AUGUSTINE CHURCH
VISIT www.staugustineny.org
Or Call 914-834-1220!

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Loss forever changes the world that we have
known, but every ending demands a new beginning. For
many of us experiencing bereavement, that journey seems
daunting: How do we get to that place? The healing process of mourning takes time, energy and patience. The
Bereavement Support Group can help through this difficult
process.
If you would like to learn more about our Bereavement
Group, call Sister Muriel at 914-834-1220 or email srmuriel@staugustineny.org and or google Rosemary Parandelis
Bereavement for a four minute video.
The next 8 sessions of the Bereavement Group will
begin Monday, January 28th at 1:00 pm In the rectory.

EMMAUS RETREAT
Emmaus is a weekend long retreat where men gather
to explore and deepen their Faith and religion, experience
God in a personal way and grow in their spiritual life.
Any man who wishes to explore his Faith, pray, and
consider the bigger questions in life is welcome to attend.
Check in is at 5:45 pm on Friday February 22nd and the
retreat continues until Sunday, February 24th at 5:00 pm
with Mass. The retreat will take place at Don Bosco Retreat Center, 174 Filors Lane, Stony Point, NY.
For more information please contact, Emmaus.sm.men@gmail.com or Juan Pablo Vivas—
203-832-9780 or Gaston Sirito—347-988-4440.

ST. AUGUSTINE CYO
PROGRAM
The parish is actively seeking a new leadership team for our CYO basketball program for the upcoming 2019-20 season & beyond. The program requires assistance for the 2nd—4th grade program as well as for
the 5th—12th grade program. Interested parishioners can
contact Ann Betkowski (abetkowski@staugustineny.org)
or Mark McNally (mcnally318@gmail.com) for more info.

BASKETBALL CAMP
Boys and Girls ages 6—14. Register online at
www.conroybasketballcamp.com. Teaching the basics:
dribbling, shooting, passing and defense. February 18th—
22nd. 8:45 am—4:00 pm. Holy Trinity Church, New Rochelle. Any questions, please call Coach Conroy at 914980-0820.

FOOD PANTRY
Thank you to all who continue to support the
Food Pantry. The need continues to grow for
families in need in our area. Your donation of food
brings much needed nourishment. If each family brought
even one non-perishable item to church each week and
let your kids place it in the food baskets, it would make a
big difference in the lives of our neighbors.

SMALL GROUP
SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Join a small group of 8—10 people to study the Gospel
of Luke or another book of the Bible. Quality materials are
provided along with a facilitator in order to help us focus
our minds and hearts on Jesus’ story. Learn together to
live his teachings. Contact us to let us know your availability whether during the week or only on weekends: Pat 834-0663 or email Ldoyle@staugustineny.org.

6th ANNUAL “LOVE A
VETERAN” EVENT
On Sunday, January 27th, from 1:30 to 4:30 pm, The
Fuller Center for Housing of GNYC is having our 6th Annual “Love a Veteran” event. Every February, loved ones
exchange flowers, candy and cards, but for troops serving
overseas who are separated from the ones they love, Valentine’s Day can be hard.
Care packages are being assembled and sent to the
troops. For donation options of items and sponsorship
levels visit www.fullercenterny.org or mail a check to
Fuller Center for Housing of GNYC, 662 Main Street, New
Rochelle, NY 10801. They are also in need of Valentine
cards without glitter.
The items requested for January
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially
brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

