CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Larchmont, New York
FEBRUARY 17, 2019
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in vain.”
1 Corinthians 15:16

Pastor’s Note
HAPPY ARE YOU
“The glass is either half empty…
...or broken,” said a discouraged detective in one of Jonathan Kellermann’s mystery novels.
The beatitudes Jesus proclaims this Sunday seem for all the world
like the broken option. Blessed are those who are poor, hungry, weeping, hated, excluded, insulted, and denounced. Are these really beatitudes?
What is a beatitude supposed to be, anyway?
They were an ancient formula for encouraging people to do good.
For instance, in this week’s Responsorial Psalm, which is the first psalm
in the bible, we read, “Blessed is the one who does not take the wicked
for his guide, nor walks the road that sinners tread.”
And Psalm 41 says, “Happy those concerned for the lowly and poor;
when misfortune strikes, the Lord delivers them…” Jeremiah 17 has
“Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord. . ., he is like a tree planted
[next to] water that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not
fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green.”
Beatitudes are numerous and beautiful in the Old Testament. They
all say this: if you do a particular thing, you will receive blessings. Beatitudes were consolations, helping their hearers to be good persons.
But Jesus seems to have reversed the idea. Blessed are you if you do
the deed of suffering.
Wait, Lord, what do you mean? I am supposed to seek to be penniless and sorrowful and in pain? Why would you want me to be in such
a terrible state?
There have been many opinions on this. But your author has his own
guess.
A person has to be open and empty in order to let God and others
come in. If we want to love and be loved we need to have space at the
center of who we are. And then goodness will come in.
Consider a rich person who “has everything.” Isn’t he tempted to let
his possessions define who he is? “Attack my property and you attack
me,” he might say. Possessions become an “instead of.” Instead of love
I choose something more stable [so it looks]: cars or boats or corporations or just plain power. Instead of eating only what I need, each
North American who goes to a restaurant can eat enough for five people! Would you like another order of French fries, the waiter asks after
we have already finished a steak the size of a serving plate and a quadruple order of fries.
Yet the principle running through all the beatitudes is this: you are
blessed if you don’t cram yourself full. Full of food, drink, pride, drugs,
fame, sex, visits to the beach, stunning hair-dos, flattest abs, shiny
teeth, fast cars, every kind of wealth, and of course reputation. Instead,
blessed are you if you stay empty, if you become a spacious home for
God, for other human beings, for the long-suffering earth.
We are built to be quiet receivers, people who know they are empty
and yet are patient. There is only one reality, only one Being who can
give us the bread of life, who can satisfy our deep hunger for love.
Don’t you want to welcome it into your soil instead of flying around at
fastest pace having fun fun fun?
Blessed are you if you let go into his arms

John Foley, SJ Spiritual Reflections 2018.

† MASS INTENTIONS
Week of February 18th – February 24th
Monday, February 18th
9:00 am Elena Valls
Tuesday, February 19th
9:00 am John Egan Mendelson

Wednesday, February 20th
9:00 pm Anthony La Guidice
Thursday, February 21st
9:00 pm Elizabeth Hanson (req. by the Ladies Auxiliary)
Friday, February 22nd
9:00 am William Winters
Saturday February 23rd
9:00 am Peggy Naughton
5:00 pm Enza Reggiani Spaggiari
Sunday, February 24th
9:00 am Elizabeth Hanson
10:30 am Dorothy Ravener
12:00 pm Vicki Martin
5:00 pm Elisa Dillon

WE PRAY
For those who are ill, including: Sandy Albert, Marcos Alexio, Cindy Augustine, Ellen R. Barbieri, Peter Benjamin, Frank Booth, Nelly Carillon, Debbie Coangelo,
Teresa Cogan, Caryn Colombo, Conall Crean, Bernier De
Comes, Melania DiDomizio, David DiPietro, Mary Ann
Dolan, Marlene Dufort, Mark Elliott, Mary Elizabeth
Fraioli, Marty Gary, Jana Geyer, Robert Glickman, Alessandria Glickman, Eleanor Gordon, Patricia Haworth,
Kerry Hegarty, Robert Heyde, Harvey and Mary Humphrey, Carol Hrabsky, Maureen Kohler, Fred Kriegel, Dorothy & Dave Lakso, Armand Laurino, Zachary Lawrence,
Lori Lamberti, Mary Lou Mannix, Martin Martinez, Bob
Morris, Calum Murray, Elizabeth Murray, Patricia
Clifford Newman, Doris Nogueira, Scotty Norton, Doris
O’Toole, Jack Pastor, Adriana Patino, Michele Phelan,
AnnMarie Shower, Susan Testa, Annette Treacy, Joan
Troccoli, Rosemary Walsh, Nicholas James Walsh,
Missy Wey, Mary Williams, and Billy Zarcone.
We also pray for all those intentions in our Book of
Prayer in the vestibule of the church.
May all find healing and comfort in Jesus Christ.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
We are grateful to all who contribute so generously
each week. We do recommend that you use parish envelopes or WeShare. Please call the rectory for details or
to register.
Total Collection Last Week—$5,237.50
Total ParishPay was $4,500.00
Total Collection — $9,737.50
Peter’s Pence Total Collection— $1,588.00
Attendance Last weekend was 843
Thank you for your support and generosity.

PETER’S PENCE FEB 10th
Thank you for your generous support in last
week’s Peter’s Pence Collection! Our contributions, combined with those from our brothers and sisters
around the world, will help Pope Francis provide essential relief to people in need. If you missed the collection,
it is not too late to give! Visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections, and click on the “How to Give” link.

THE CARDINAL’S ANNUAL
STEWARDSHIP APPEAL
Last year, our parish participated in the Renew + Rebuild Campaign which helped our parish raise funds for
necessary capital needs. As you may know, the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal was a part of that campaign for one year.
Letters for the 2019 Appeal have been sent. Your participation in the 2019 Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal helps sustain a variety of programs that reach out
to more than 2.8 million Catholics in our archdiocese.
The majority of the funds this year will now go directly
back to parishes to ensure our parishes can keep
providing a faith home to tens of thousands of Catholics.
To learn more and to hear from those directly impacted
by
the
Cardinal’s
Appeal,
go
to
www.cardinalsappeal.org.
The goal for St. Augustine for 2019 is $134,500.
Please prayerfully consider your participation.
Thank you for your generosity and support.

SMALL GROUP
SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Join a small group of 8—10 people to study the Gospel of Luke or another book of the Bible. Quality materials are provided along with a facilitator in order to help
us focus our minds and hearts on Jesus’ story. Learn together to live his teachings. Contact us to let us know
your availability whether during the week or only on
weekends:
Call
914-720-4859
or
email
Ldoyle@staugustineny.org.

CYO BASKETBALL
The CYO Basketball program is celebrating another successful season with a dinner on March
10th in Kenny Hall at 6:00 pm for the 3rd through 8th
grade teams. Many thanks to all the participants, coaches and parents. If you would like to be more involved in
the program, the parish is actively seeking a new leadership team for our CYO basketball program for the upcoming 2019-20 season and beyond. The program requires
assistance for the 2nd—4th grade program as well as for
the 5th—12th grade program. Interested parishioners can
contact Ann Betkowski (abetkowski@staugusitneny.org)
or Mark McNally (mcnally318@gmail.com for more info.

MONTHLY DIVORCE
SUPPORT GROUP
The next meeting of the St Augustine Parish
Monthly Divorce Support Group is Tuesday, February
19th. The group will meet the third Tuesday of every
month at 7:15 pm in the Back Stage Room of Kenny Hall.
All who are divorced and or separated are invited to
come. The topic will center around anger. Please call 914834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org to register or for any questions.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
SISTERS WEEK
In honor of National Catholic Sisters
Week, Sister Suzanne is showing a DVD on Religious Life
(35 min.) on Sunday, March 3, 2019 at 4:00 pm in Kenny
Hall with a short discussion afterwards. This will be an
intergenerational experience with teens and adults present. The film will include the stories of eight young women and men who have recently entered religious life. This
event is in celebration of National Catholic Sisters Week.
NCSW is an annual celebration that takes place from
March 8—14. Created to honor women religious, it is a
series of events that instruct, enlighten and bring greater
focus to the lives of these incredible women. It’s our
chance to recognize all they have done for us. It’s also our
hope that as more young women learn about women religious, more will choose to follow their example.
Please honor us with your presence and witness to
our young people and your interest in learning more
about religious life today in the 21st century. We are
passionate women and men who are called to be Gospel
people for the world. Show us your support.

2018 TAX FORMS
If you would like a copy of your 2018 donations to St Augustine Church for tax purposes, please contact the rectory at 914-834-1220 or email abetkowski@staugustineny.org and a copy will be mailed to your
home. Thank you for your support and generosity.

EMMAUS RETREAT
Emmaus is a weekend long retreat where
men gather to explore and deepen their Faith
and religion, experience God in a personal way and grow
in their spiritual life.
Any man who wishes to explore his Faith, pray, and
consider the bigger questions in life is welcome to attend.
Check in is at 5:45 pm on Friday February 22nd and the
retreat continues until Sunday, February 24th at 5:00 pm
with Mass. The retreat will take place at Don Bosco Retreat Center, 174 Filors Lane, Stony Point, NY.
For more information please contact, Emmaus.sm.men@gmail.com or Juan Pablo Vivas—203-8329780 or Gaston Sirito—347-988-4440.

JOIN FORMED.ORG
Not on FORMED yet? Go to StAugNY.formed.org and
click on Register. Then enter your name, email address
and your own password. You are now ready to enjoy the
free parish subscription provided by the Archdiocese of
NY. Enjoy 24/7 access to over 300 Catholic online programs, 99+ movies, 101+ audios, and 98+ EBooks. Tomorrow we celebrate Our Lady of Lourdes. Watch: Finding
Fatima, The 13th Day, or The Day the Sun Danced: The
True Story of Fatima. On the 22nd is the Feast of the Chair
of St. Peter, Apostle. Study Lectio: Peter or watch: Saint
Peter, or Keys of the Kingdom: Understanding the Papacy.

BASKETBALL CAMP
Boys and Girls ages 6—14. Register online at
www.conroybasketballcamp.com. Teaching the
basics: dribbling, shooting, passing and defense. February
18th—22nd. 8:45 am—4:00 pm. Holy Trinity Church, New
Rochelle. Any questions, please call Coach Conroy at 914980-0820.

NETWORK WITH THE CATHOLIC
CLIMATE MOVEMENT
On February 23 from 9:00 am—12:30 pm, the MetroNY chapter of the Catholic Climate Movement —-which
includes Westchester—-is holding a Care for Creation Networking Workshop at Holy Name Church on 96th and Amsterdam in NYC. Dr. Erin Lothes, theologian at Saint Elizabeth College, will be the moderator for the day, and
Brother Kevin Cawley of The Thomas Berry Forum at Iona
College, will give introductory remarks. Join us to network
and share ideas for bringing Laudato Si’ to life in our
different settings—-and to address the urgent climate crisis and environmental degradation from a faith perspective. (This is a free workshop.) Please RSVP to Lu Doyle
(Ldoyle@staugustineny.org) or mnyccm@gmail.com by
February
20.
More
info?
Nancy
Lorence:
n.lorence2013@gmail.com.

WESHARE—ONLINE GIVING
Thank you to those of you who have already signed
up to support our parish family online through
WeShare.
WeShare gives parishioners the opportunity to sign up
for automatic monthly or weekly giving using your checking, savings or credit card/debit card. You can also elect
automatic Christmas and Easter donations as well as second collections. WeShare will also send you financial reports for tax purposes and you can view your account
securely at any time.
Go Green and Save Green! By using WeShare, electronic giving, we use less paper and save as well as saving on the increasing costs of postage to mail envelopes.
Visit the web site www.staugustineny.org, click on
the Stewardship tab, choose WeShare to set up your
safe and secure account. If you have any questions
please call the rectory office, 914-834-1220. Please
prayerfully consider giving to our parish
community online. Thank you for your continued support and generosity to St. Augustine Parish.

The items requested for February
SOUP, PASTA & CEREAL
Donations of food can be left in the
baskets at the front & side entrances to the
church during the day and especially
brought by the children during
every 10:30 am Sunday Mass.
Thank you for your continued generosity

MOVING? NEW TO THE PARISH?
Our warmest welcome to all who worship with our
parish family, whether long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you are not registered, or need to
update our records, please complete this form and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the rectory or register
by
visiting
the
Parish
website
at
www.staugustineny.org/register.
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE__________________TEL______________
EMAIL _______________________________________

