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THE AUGMENTER

Webster’s Definition:
augment (verb)–to
make or become greater
augmenter (noun)

Newsletter for Families of St. Augustine Religious Education in Larchmont, NY
Our entire task in this life consists in healing the eyes of the heart so that they may be able to see God. — St. Augustine

Present Moment, Future Planning
Religious Education, a Value Beyond all Others
In this fast moving world where information
flows faster than we breathe the task of registration for St. Augustine Religious Education 20192020 looms at this moment! God’s extravagance
is learned, imbibed and appreciated through his
Son, Jesus. This happens through our weekly
classes devoted to the Sunday Gospel, attendance at Sunday Mass and lived faith in service.
But since parents are the primary educators of
their children this extravagance of God comes to
children through them. I still believe parents
mark the course of children’s values, morality
and religious convictions. But culture comes to
influence and fill the expanse of how children
interpret their growing too.
The Religious Education program provides
the Catholic foundation of Scripture, tradition and
doctrine. Since weekly instruction for 30 weeks
of an hour and fifteen minutes is minimal in accomplishing this task, attendance at every class
is paramount.
Each year parents are faced with new choices for summer camp, then sports, arts, dance
and tutoring experiences as they look to another
school year. Religious education is in the running but sometimes is passed over or eliminated
for other more alluring activities.
But it is simple. The registration and sacrament fees are staying the same as they have
been the last few years. There are no increases except when the registration is not sent by
May 31 with the payment or partial payment.
Catechists need to be recruited and materials
ordered by the end of June if there is any hope
of starting the year with what is needed. Our
program is over 600. It is a monumental task.

Therefore, if you believe in the value of our St. Augustine Religious Education program the following
is necessary:
• Fill out the Registration form thoroughly and
completely, (both sides) skipping no section and
only one per family
• Attach a copy of the Baptismal certificate
even if the child has been baptized at St. Augustine’s
• Include a check for the whole amount or select
a payment plan (form is on the website) which includes a monthly or quarterly choice between May
to December) All fees must be paid by December
31, 2019. Some payment must be paid at the time
of submitting the registration form for the acceptance of the registration.
• Send all the necessary items in the enclosed
envelope or bring to the Religious Education
office or the rectory.
• Registering by May 31 is simple and avoids
the increased amounts.
If the required items are not submitted at the time of
registration there is no acceptance until each has
been received.

Sister Suzanne Duzen, SS.C.M.,
Director of Religious Education
Publisher of The Augmenter
Send suggestions for future articles
to:
srsuzanne@staugustineny.org

Perspectives by Sister Suzanne
This year middle schoolers have had significant
absences that impede the progress of the
preparation for Confirmation. The entire span of
years from 1st grade through high school is the
religious education program at St. Augustine’s.
There has been a new phenomenon that has
occurred the last few years. Some children after
second grade have not returned to the program.
That kind of mind set mystifies me. Please consider
the importance of your child’s growing in the faith by
faithfully sending them to class weekly and yearly.
Every summer some parents ask to home
school their children. I did have a pilot program in
this regard about five years ago. It did not work.
Parents did not even come for the required
materials and there was no record of teaching their
children or an evaluation submitted. My conclusion
is that urgencies often precede or eliminate the
important. Our policy is not to offer home schooling
for Religious Education at St. Augustine’s. Beside
consistent weekly lessons that engage young
people in the Sunday Gospel a sense of community

is built by being with others in the classroom
setting.
I am always looking for new recruits for
catechists and assistant catechists.
Please
consider the worth of this commitment. It entails
coming to an orientation meeting in September
and weekly preparation for the classes. I help you
with methodology and procedures of class
management. I consider being a catechist one of
the greatest ways of living as a disciple of Christ.
Feel free to call me with questions or email me.
Since the program is over 600 we need 75 plus
catechists. I provide child care on Wednesday
afternoons for catechists’ children.
I can’t reiterate the value of Sunday Mass
attendance enough. Since the Eucharist is the
source and summit of our faith and relationship
with Christ and the whole community, being
present teaches children and young people who
we are and become.
Sometimes wisdom comes from a picture and
a few words that speak better than I ever could.

